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P.J. Sluys, A Dutch Medical Doctor Who Introduced

Modern Chemistry into Japan
Eiji ITAGAKI

(Professor Emeritus, Kanazawa University)

P.J. Sluys, a medical doctor of the Dutch
army, introduced European modern chemistry
to Japan in 1871. He arrived to Kanazawa in
March of that year and taught basal sciences,
such as chemistry, physics, plant and animal
science, and wide fields of medicine at Kanaz-
awa Medical School and also at Kanazawa
School of Physics and Chemistry. He also treat-
ed many patients in the hospital. In only three
years of his stay, he gave lectures on modern
chemistry, whose recorded notes are stored in
Kanazawa City Library. The transcripts cover

such subjects as atoms, atomic weights, atomic

(38)

valence, molecules, molecular formulas, molec-
ular weights, Dalton’s atomic theory, Kekule’s
molecular model and crystallography. He em-
phasized that chemical reactions must be de-
scribed with molecular formulas and showed
several examples of chemical reactions written
in the molecular formulas. He introduced the
spectral analyses of alkaline and alkaline earth
metals. His lectures were greatly different and
more progressed chemistry from those of Dr. K.
W. Gratama, given in Osaka Chemistry School
in 1869. He was the first person to introduce
most updated European chemistry to Japan.



