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Abstract

In the present investigation, an experiment of death from asphyxia due to “ Strangula-
tion by ligature” in rabbits was carried out. The determination of serum sulfur
before and after the death from asphyxia was made by the Tin (II)-strong phosphoric
acid reduction method and the measurement of blood coagulation time was parallelly
done by means of Inouye-Sasaki method (at 25°C).

In this paper these results were described in detail, and also our previous reports on
fluidity of blood of asphyxiated corpses were summarily discussed. The following
findings were noticed.

1. It was found that immediately after death from asphyxia a markedly prolonged
blood coagulation time and a marked increase of serum sulfur were observed without
exception, each change was influenced by the degree of cramp in asphyxia.

2. It might be probable that this increase of serum sulfur was generated by the
release of heparin or of a related mucopolysaccharide into the blood stream from the
tissues during asphyxiation.

3. Thus it is thought that the motive power, which causes fluidity of blood of
asphyxiated corpses, is the cramps accompanied by asphyxia, and in the mechanism of
fluidity of blood, mucopolysaccharide released into the blood stream by cramp, may play
an important role.




