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SPECIAL ISSUE:KOREA ASA R EGION
FROMT HES TANDPOINT OFB OUNDARIES
Bulletino f Society for Study inK orean History No. 36
(Résumé)

HOW KANEKO FUMIKO AND YOSHINO SAKUZO
SAW KOREA:TOWARD
AN IMPROVED METHODOLOGY FOR GRASPING MODERN
JAPANESE VIEWS OF KOREA

YAMADA Shoji

It has long been pointed out that modern Japanese views of Korea can
only be grasped by presenting a complete picture of Japanese thought.
There has been no methodological progress toward this goal, however, in
fact, we seem to have reached a stalemate. This article was undertaken in
search of a more fruitful methodology.

To prevent this from becoming an empty exercise in abstract
theoretical speculation, I examine Kaneko Fumiko and Yoshino Sakuzd,
seeking to achieve a better grasp of their views of Korea through a close
examination of the internal links among each of their respective 1) views
of Korea, 2) perceptions of Japan and the world, 3) and ways of life and
inseparably linked ways of thought (in the case of Kaneko, the ego and
nihilism revealed by her life experiences;in the case of Yoshino, his
Christian faith and realism).

VIEWS OF UNIFICATION AND BOUNDARIES IN LATE SILLA
AND PARHAE

FURUHATA Toru

We tend to uncritically project our contemporary views of the states
and nation onto ‘the past. This tendency can be seen especially clearly in
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the historical images of Parhae prevalent in' South and North Korea and
in China, and in the tendency to use the term “unified Silla” in reference
to Silla from the second half of the seventh century. To overcome such
views of history, this article will examine what I call the “unification
conscious-ness” —that 1s, what territories people saw their states as heirs
to and as having unifed —and “view of boundaries” —how far people saw
their states as extending —of the people of later Silla (in this article I will
not use the term “unified Silla” to refer unconditionally to Silla's
unification of the Three Kingdoms) and Parhae,

First, examination of the “unification consciousness” and “view of
boundaries” of the people of later Silla reveals the following.

@ The Silla state, from the time in the670s when it displayed the
perception at home and abroad of the line between P’aegang and
Yonghiing Bay as its northern border until the ninth century, did not
fundamentally change its view of that border and saw the area south of
that border as its complete territory. This means that later Silla did not
see the northern three-quarters of Koguryd as part of its territory.

@ It cannot be confirmed from seventh and eighth century records that
the people of Silla saw their country as having unified the Three
Kingdoms (Kogury®, Paekche and Silla), but the Klims8k records show
that they did have such a perception by the mid-ninth century at the
latest.

@ The origins of the idea that Silla had unified the Three Kingdoms can
be seen in the appearance in the seventh century of expressions treating
three kingdoms as part of a single region such as “Headong samguk” and
“Samhan. ” The necessary conditions for this consciousness were provided
through the implementation in the latter half of the seventh century of
policies designed to integrate the various ethnic groups of Konguryd and
Paekche into Silla. At this stage, however, the Malgals were also an
object of these policies of integration, and it was not until they were
excluded from these policies, probably when Parhae came to be seen as a
major external threat in the eighth century, that unification came to be
clearly seen as something involving three kingdoms.

@ From the eighth centyry on, when the people of Silla came to see
themselves as having unified the Three Kingdoms, there was a dissonance
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between their territorial view and the state’s official view regarding the
territory of the former Kogury®. It can be argued that this dissonance led
to the justification of expansion into former Koguryd territory, keeping
alive forces that had emerged in later Silla.

Second, examination of the “unification consciousness”and “view of
boundaries” of the people of Parhae reveals the following.

@ In the first years of Parhae, continuity with Kongury 6 was
important in guaranteeing the legitimacy of the state, but from the time
Parhae began to move north in the 720s, this continuity began to fade as
a source of authority.

@ Analysis of references to the Parhae system of local administration
in Xint’angshu shows that the Parhae state in the early ninth century
sought to maintain its historical authority for state integration through
continuity with the Su - chen people, that it had a “unification
consciousness” of succeeding to and integrating the world of the so-called
nothern eastern-barbarians, and that it had a “view of boundaries” that
it should incorporate the entire area in which these “barbarians” had been
active into its territory. At the same time that this guaranteed the
legitimacy of Parhae’s northern advance, it also incorporated Parhae’s
insistence in the early eighth century that it was the successor to Koguryd
and legitimatized Parhae’s claim to Koguryd’s former territory. Parhae’s
view of itself in this period as the successor to Koguryd must be
understood as one in which it succeeded Koguryd amid the lineage of the
“northern eastern-barbarians, ”

® The change from Parhae’s view of itself as succeeding Koguryd to
one in which it was the successor to the “northern eastern-barbarians”
took place between the first half of the 750s, when the capital was moved
back to SanggyO®ng, and the latter half of the760s, when strained
relations with T’ang, shaken by the An Lu-shan rebellion, and Silla
improved amid an international situation that made expansion in any
direction other than to the north diffcult.
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