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Summary:

Now Japanese Government wants to introduce ‘media regulation laws, law for
protection of personal information, law for protection of human rights and funda-
mental law of counter-measure against harmful environments for youths, and there
are vehement protests from print and electronic media, workers’ union of journal-
ists, scholars, and so on. They have made united and lasting campaigns against
such regulations. Their tactic is to stress only the negative side of these laws being
drafted and not appreciate, or ignore positive side of such laws. This is a very un-
fortunate situation for the people whose human rights and rights of privacy are

easily harmed, as well as for the audience who has no opportunity to offer other
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arguments. Even though it is possible for people to bring such cases before the
court of law, if they feel offended by media coverage, in realty almost all people
have to swallow it, because it may take too much time to resolve the struggle in
the court and the process costs too much and the amount of compensation money
is too few.

Needless to say that freedom of speech and freedom to have access to infor-
mation are very important for democratic system because these are fundamental
tools of democracy. We need such information to take part in the society. There-
fore, in a democratic society every government is very reluctant to regulate the
mass media. Such restraining behavior in Japan may stem from the bad experi-
ences during the wartime in which news media could not provide people with
value neutral and objective information. Their reports were subdued to censorship
of military. Nowadays the influence on the news flows comes heither from politi-
cal parties nor from government but from news media companies themselves and
their profit motivated advertisements and entrepreneurs. They don’t take care so
much about the human rights and rights of privacy. Such aggressive and harmful
manners of certain TV and other news media produce among people the feeling
for a need to regulate mass media. Direct intervention in mass media may endan-
ger the freedom of speech and opinion, which is of great importance to democ-
racy. Mass media are too fundamental to be regulated. So it is quite natural that
Jjournalists and publishers reject any intervention from government. However, gov-
ernment and mass media agree with the idea to build an independent mediating or-
gan to solve such dilemma in the case of Germany. Even though the workers' un-
ion of mass media in Japan recommended establishing a press council for this pur-
pose according to an European model, Japanese journalists and publishers were
not enthusiastic to do so. Instead of such a council they established complaints

committees which belong to owners of company and whose members are selected
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at their will. In my opinion such committees, which began to be established since
the end of 2000, have only alibi-function and cannot fulfill the aimed task of a
press council to give readers a chance to take part in the opinion building process,
and to maintain the freedom of opinion and criticize violation of human rights and
invasion of personal privacy. I try to compare the situation in Germany and Japan
to inform Japanese audience of shameful situation of Japanese mass media and to

offer him or her other standpoints, which are not so prevalent in Japan.
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