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Weapons were confiscated and a ban placed on all martial arts” (Draeger, 1974, p. 58).
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Weapon Prohibition Policies and the History of Karatedo

Focusing on the Ryikya Kingdom during the reign of
King Sho Shin and the period under Satsuma control

Heiko BITTMANN

Abstract

Regarding the history of Karatedd, it is commonly said that, in its place of origin, the
island of Okinawa, weapon prohibition policies, which were proclaimed during the era of the
Ryukyt Kingdom (1429-1879), influenced the development of the martial art. For example,
weapon prohibition decrees during the reign of King Sho Shin (1477-1526) and in the period
of Satsuma control after their invasion in 1609 are often mentioned. However, recent
research has increasingly begun to query earlier assumptions about the policies themselves
and their co-relation to the development of Karatedo. This essay therefore questioned
popular and often established opinions about Karatedo in relation to weapon prohibition
policies. By doing so, it aimed to shed more light on the developmental history of the martial
art vis-a-vis these aforementioned policies by presenting a selection of relevant documents

and sources to the reader and by examining their contents in greater detail.

[Keywords] Karatedo, Okinawa, Rytkyt Kingdom, Satsuma, Weapon prohibitions



