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The particle "TO" and onomatopoeic
manner adverbials

Masashi Mine

Abstract The Japanese onomatopoeic manner adverbials are used with or without the
particle TO, depending on the context. Tamori and Schourup (1999) explain this
phenomenon with the term "mimeticity”, saying that it is with the particle TO when it is high
in mimeticity.

This paper points out that "information focus” is also relevant to this phenomenon. This
theory explains very well why the manner adverbials that are low in mimeticity can take the

particle TO in some contexts, while the "mimeticity" theory can't.



