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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the schema of Ma across all contexts. From
the standpoint of cognitive linguistics, a schema can be said to be a mode of cognition,
which in this particular instance I shall term the “Ma-generating mode of cognition,”
that can provide a unified account of phenomena that have, to date, been treated from
different points of view.

Ma-generating Mode of Cognition (M-mode cognition) is based on the Interactional
Mode of Cognition (I-mode cognition) and the Displaced Mode of Cognition (D-mode
cognition), as proposed by Nakamura (2004, 2009, 2016a, 2016b). M-mode cognition
takes shape when we think of language use itself as dynamic cognition. We sometimes
feel that the two modes of cognition are at work simultaneously. That is when we
experience the Ma-generating mode of cognition. There are three types of M-mode
cognition: Transient M-mode cognition, which differentiates the shift from I-mode
cognition to D-mode cognition and vice versa, and Lasting M-mode cognition, in which
one can experience both modes of cognition alternately. If these states are shared with
others, one can feel Intersubjective M-mode cognition, which is the third type.

We deal with paradox, climax, inversion and kireji in haiku as examples of
Transient M-mode Cognition and analyze oxymorons as an example that crystalizes
Lasting M-mode cognition. As an example of Intersubjective M-mode cognition, we
examine parodic expressions. We will also explore a story in which we can experience

Ma in various scenes.
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