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In this study, using a cognitive linguistic account, I claim that / mean is a marker
for intersubjective adjustment, based on the basic cognitive abilities of “abstraction,”
“reference point” relationships, and “intersubjectivity.” This study clarifies cognitive
process behind a speaker’s use of / mean and indicates that the labels are only
secondary products of intersubjective adjustment or the nature of 7 mean.

At different discourse levels, I mean signals that the speaker and hearer should
direct their attention to different entities, also signaling the speaker’s aim both to direct
it to the same one. This is the very cognitive process of what I call “intersubjective
adjustment.” More specifically, by I mean, the speaker directs the hearer’s attention to
the same objective content at Effective Level, (unconveyed) implicature and (misfired)
speech act at the Discursive Level, (threatened) face at Face Level, and (favorable) turn
at the Speech Management Level. Although CDS includes pragmatic standpoints and
seems to explain every usage of I mean, the current CDS in Langacker (2001, 2008) is
still not dynamic enough to describe the complicated cognitive process of I mean. To
solve the issue of dynamicity, a new style of CDS with multiple phases will be

suggested at the end of this study.
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