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Changing processes of Tibetan village society in Qinghai

- Case studies of the Churuma and Shunponshi villages -

Abstract

Through the inquiring survey, this paper investigates how liberal and
democratic reforms of the People's Republic of China, its cultural revolution,
economic reforms, and policies on production responsibility system, has
transformed Tibetan village society residing in Qinghai province of China,
changed its agricultural and stock production, education, population,
family structure, marriage range and other. The purpose of this paper is to
present political and economical changing of Tibetan village society, since
the liberation in 1949.

Since the liberation of the Tibetan area in Qinghai province by Chinese
People's Liberation Army in 1949, Tibetan traditional culture, economy and
society, began to change rapidly, due to the political movements and
economical policies implemented by the central government.

In 1958, feudal system of traditional Tibetan society system, such as
tribal power, political system, religion and culture was abolished due to the
democratic reforms implemented by the central government. Due to the
policies of the people's communes that have been conducted in China
nationwide, Tibetan villagers decided to work together as employees of the
people's communes and dine together in the dining room.

By Cultural Revolution movements started in China from 1966 to 1976,
traditional Tibetan culture and religion, was furious destructed.

In 1979, central government implemented contracting policies by
providing livestock and arable land for each family in Tibet village society,
thus increasing agricultural and livestock production.

In other words, since the liberation, traditional Tibetan village society,
customs, and values began to transform due to the political and economic
changes of the central government. Today, under the influence of the

government, Tibetan society is still on the process of modernization.
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