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Summary

This thesis studies the historical change of Chinese demonstrative pronouns. It consists of four
chapters.

The first chapter introduces the motivation, the purpose and methodology of this study.

The second chapter focuses on philological evidence of Chinese demonstrative pronouns in a
diachronic perspective. Several classical texts, which represent the linguistic characteristics of Old and
Middle Chinese, are surveyed, and we analyze the usage of demonstrative pronouns appearing in these
texts.

The third Chapter focuses on dialectal evidence of demonstrative pronouns based on the assumption
that historical changes are reflected in the geographical distribution of synchronic forms. Since
demonstrative pronouns are much diversified in terms of their forms, we classify and map them
according to a consonant based analysis. Through observing the maps, we conclude that the oldest type
was “ T(proximal) - K(distal)”, which later underwent the following changes : 1) T-K/TS-K > K-K
>K-N ; 2) T-K/K-K > ©-K ; 3) T-K/K-K/@-K > N-K. These changes may have been motivated by the
grammaticalization of numerals and classifiers as well as by analogy and homonymic collision, while
some changes may have been triggered by the external influence of the northern types.

The fourth chapter summarizes the whole descriptions and analyses.
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Interpretative Maps of Chinese Dialects

Project on Han Dialects (PHD)

The geographical data are based in part on open-published data by NFGIS.
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