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Discrimination & Inequality: The Plight of the Chinese Migrant Worker

Abstract

Migrant workers are laborers who have left their rural communities to work in one of the
many city centers across China. And while the migrant worker has been an indispensable cog
in the development of the Chinese economy, most are ineligible from obtaining a Hukou, a city
or provincial social insurance number which would otherwise grant them access to social
services such as health coverage and child education. Without a Hukou registry number, the
migrant worker is often relegated to the status of second-rate citizen, and is subject to
discriminatory practices that affect him or her in both the workplace, and asa citizeninteracting
in society as a whole.

This article analyses the discrimination leveled toward migrant workers in concrete terms and
endeavors to propound pragmatic measures toward solving the issue.

Specific instances of how the migrant worker is discriminated against, includes, but is not
limited to: infringement upon his or her basic rights as a citizen; wage exploitation and
inadequate measures put in place to ensure safe working environments;non-conferral status of
social security payments; the absence of child education support. Sustainable development vis
a vis social stability will be hard to realize should the plight of the migrant worker not be
sufficiently addressed. Possible measures in alleviating discrimination and dealing with unjust
treatment should include: reforming the Hukou registry system; increased scrutiny in managing
labor markets; improve upon vocational training and the education system;foster new relations
between municipalities and rural villages; implement and ensure workers rights in the hiring
process within the framework of a developing economy.
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