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(Abstract)

Alongside his profession as a Confucian doctor, Tsuga Teishou (1718~1792) is the author of
various yomihon. These works - Hanabusa-zoushi (1749), Shigeshige-yawa (1766), Hitsuji-gusa
(1781) - reveal an extensive knowledge of Japanese and Chinese classics which, coupled with
Teishou’ s evidential methodology, makes them esoteric. While | analyze selected tales from all
three texts, the main focus is on the most obscure Hitsuji-gusa. This obscurity, | argue, is also
because of Teishou’ s adoption of Kogidou school’ s literary worldview, something evident in the
prefaces of Hanabusa-zoushi and Hitsuji-gusa.

The outline of my dissertation is as follows: (1) biographical research; (2) textual analysis; and
(3) understanding his literary method. Although Teishou’ s biography is sketchy because of the
lack of historical sources, | attempted to account for one crucial period by utilizing records of
meetings with prominent figures during his trip to Kyoto. Textual analysis reveal that many
narrative themes derive from historical evidence, often showing Teishou’ s interest in political
governance. His characters are complex and elaborate; as an author, he often stands by the weak.
Crucially, there is a shift in compositional method. While Hanabusa-zoushi was composed by
adapting Ming vernacular tales (hakuwa/baihua), sources of latter works were from Japanese oral
narratives or overlooked texts.
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