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Abstract

In this paper, I attempt to find the road to ancient skepticism in presocratic philosophy.
Ancient skeptics practice epoché and finally attempt to reach apatheia, based on the
cognitive impossibility, human beings cannot comprehend criterion of value. In this
paper, I propose Xenophanes as the beginning of the cognitive impossibility.
Xenophanes focuses on the fact that each people have different knowledge about one
thing and decides that human knowledge remains at doxa level and people cannot reach
real aspect of objects. Also Democritus has the thought like Xenophanes but his thought
based on atomism is more accomplished than Xenophanes. Democritus shows human two
judgments, genuine judgment by thought and bastard judgment by perception. The
former targets atoms’ being and has absolute result and the latter targets things which
are composed by atoms and has comparative result. Also atom’s condition, Democritus
says, is comprehended by genuine judgment but people cannot get absolute knowledge
about atom’s condition because the genuine judgment’s base is comparative bastard
judgment. Therefore, for Democritus, human beings live in doxa, except comprehension
of Atom’s being.

The pupil of Democritus is Metrodorus of Chios. Ancient testimonies say that there is the
road from Metrodorus to nyrho of Elis, the founder ancient skepticism. In theory of
Metrodorus, what is the factor which is related to Pyrrho? The work of Metrodorus, On
Nature, starts from the passage “None of us knows anything, not even whether we know
or do not know1”. The meaning of this passage is that “we don’t know absolutely the
condition of existence”. For this reason, I can insist that Metrodorus inherits the
cognitive thought of Democritus and it is the factor to connect Metrodorus with Pyrrho.
The base of ancient skepticism is the cognitive impossibility, human beings cannot
comprehend criterion of value. Furthermore, I can find the similarity between the human
cognitive limit which skeptics set and the thought, people live in doxa, which Democritus
and Metrodorus share.

1 See Freeman (1948),120.
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