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Abstract

The Sato family’s historical materials include stage drawings of the Japanese traditional dance performed
at the Hokuyoenbujo. Many of these drawings were produced by Ryo Tanaka (1884 — 1974), Among these
materials, there are a few letters that Tanaka sent to Komajiro Sato. Tanaka was a member of the network
of managers of Kita-no-shinchi (Hokuyo), along with Ichimuraza and the Hanayagibuyokenkyuukai.
From the letters and drawings, we found how Tanaka met Sato and continued to create stage art that he
envisioned, which was gradually seen in Hokuyo. As he watched the progress of geikos dance, he has
performances of the new dance work at Hokuyo presented at the Hanayagibuyokenkyukai and Fujikagekai.
Hokuyo became a place to showcase his stage art. Of course, Hokuyo sought not only an improvement in
the cultural standard of the dance that the audience wanted but also box office success. On the other hand,
Tanaka realized that to take his art to new heights, it was indispensable to obtain sufficient financing for
the performances, and he expected many opportunities for good performance. Although there has been
a shift in the starting point of both sides of thoughts, if they continue to maintain their orientations, their
relationship may deepen, The relationship between Hokuyo and Tanaka seems to have shown traces of a
deeper bond. This kind of relationship was retained, so that at Hokuyo, it was possible to perform works
which he desired, related to complex subjects such as human consciousness and psychology. Although this
paper is based on a limited amount of historical materials, we discussed the fact that Tanaka and Hokuyo
were explorers of beauty with the same intention, and Komajiro Sato acted as a mediator for a while.

Keywords
Hokuyo-naniwa-odori, Hokuyo-onshukai, a new dance, Hanayagibuyokenkyukai, Fujikagekai
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