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The Legal Control of Tobacco, Alcohol and Marijuana

—The Borderland between Civil Liberties and Criminal Sanction—
HAYASHIBARA Masaki

Abstract

The use of tobacco and alcohol is often harmful to one’ s health. When family members or
friends advise someone to quit smoking or drinking, he or she may reply, “That’s none of your
business ! * However, is smoking or drinking not involved with others? Surveys show that their
medical costs are enormous, and their use can even bring the harm or dangers to others such as
through secondhand smoke, drunk driving, and so forth. Smoking and drinking have harmful in-
fluences not only on the users but also on others. However, smoking and drinking are not legally
prohibited, while The Marijuana Control Law prohibits the possession of marijuana that is called
a “soft drug.” This paper discusses the differences between tobacco, alcohol and marijuana, and

shows the validity of their legal control.
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Figure 1 -Death rates, cirrhosis of the liver, United States,
England and Wales, Canada, and Paris, 1900-1964.
Source -Termris, p.2077.
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