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A Study on the Image of ‘Yuujo' . Analysis of the Word ‘Kawatake’

KASAI Tsukasa

Abstract

This paper forms a part of a study of the relation between cultural phenomena and the exis-
tance of man. “Sonezaki-Shinjuu” (@#U#.Crf) allows us understand how words change their
meaning and imagery over time. “Sonezaki-Shinjuu” is usually represented as an example of com-
posite art. However I only deal here with the literary aspects, and in particular the nuances of
the word ‘kawatake’ (JIIfT). A recurring motif of this work is the image of the ‘yuujo’ (%),
as personified by its heroine, O-hatsu, which is represented in “Sonezaki-Shinjuu” through the use
of the word ‘kawa’, from the term ‘kawatake . In this paper I postulate a division of the word
'kawatake’ into two separate meanings. Initially, the word ‘kawatake’ was used primarily to
mean ‘bamboo beside a stream’, especially in ‘waka’ . From the 10th century, one usage of the
word came to refer to the banboo used in Court ceremonies. However, from around the
Muromachi period, it was increasingly used as a euphemism for ‘yuujo’ . This developed from
the rhetoric of ‘waka’, and had images associated with such idioms as ‘nagare’ (to flow, to de-
cline}, ‘kawaru’ (to change) etc., that brought about this new image to the word ‘kawatake’ .
This evolution of nuance is the reason why this word ‘kawa’ was able to be understood as having

a double meaning in “Sonezaki-Shinjuu”.
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