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Does Wittgenstein repudiate Metalanguage in spite of using it?
NAKAMURA Naoyuki

Abstract

Is Ludwig Wittgenstein such a philosopher as repudiates Metalanguage in spite of using it?

I will answer “Never’.

Because he uses languages most clearly and carefully of all philosophers.

I will dispel the misunderstanding that he repudiates Metalanguage, but uses it. Judging from

many reliable evidences that he uses Metalanguage, I commit myself on the view that he delib-

eratively uses Metalanguage.

Therefore my way to dispel the misunderstanding is to advance a new hypothesis that Wittgen-

stein doesn’ t repudiate the possibility of Metalanguage. Any languages can't refer to what cannot

be said (das Unsagbare) for Wittgenstein, for example, Logical Form, which the language and the

world share. I think that Wittgenstein must repudiate the idea that an artificial device may be

made which can refer to what cannot be said. Here I define “Almighty Language” as the illusion-

ary language which could refer to what cannot be said.

Accordingly, Wittgenstein doesn’t repudiate the possibility of Metalanguage, but Almighty Lan-

guage. Those who take Metalanguage as an Almighty Language, for example, the Vienna circle,

misunderstand that Wittgenstein repudiates Metalanguage.
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