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Wrong Answers in the National Nursing Examination
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Abstract
This study investigates the support methods available for the National Nursing Examination (NNE) for
foreign nursing candidates sponsored through the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA). These nursing
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candidates were educated at nursing schools in their home country, have nursing experience, and receive

various types of support for the NNE after coming to Japan. However, many candidates fail to pass the
NNE within the stipulated, three-year time limit (general-rule) set by the EPA.

This study aims to investigate the causes of their failure to pass the NNE within three years, elaborate on
their difficulties, and contribute to the support activity of the EPA in the future.

Three candidates living in Japan through the EPA for more than three years and are studying to pass

the NNE participated in this study. I investigated the reason behind why the participants chose incorrect

answers after they had taken the NNE.

The results indicated that, in addition to mistakes due to a lack of specialist nursing knowledge, the

following points with respect to the Japanese language and cultural knowledge posed difficulties for the

candidates:

(D For vocabulary assessment, candidates guessed unknown words incorrectly and did not understand

words that many Japanese native speakers know as a common knowledge.

(@ Since they tried to comprehend the meaning of the entire sentence solely based on words described

in the questions and answer choices, they mistook subjects for objects without realizing that the

meaning of the sentence changes depending on how they use the particles.

(® The candidates’ lifestyle in their home country and their background knowledge also influenced

their ability to choose the correct answer.

@ The phrasing of questions in the NNE also caused mistakes.
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