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Abstract
Factors related to verses of Hokuyo Naniwa odori, including lyric writers, composition of the
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verses, and correlations between the verses and choreography, as well as stage settings are
discussed, in order to examine the characteristics of the verses. This paper deals with the period of
performance from 1915 to 1937. In general, Lyric writers have changed from scholars and
novelists to people in the Hanayagi School of Japanese dance, and to people with a close
relationship with the Shochiku and the Kabuki world. The role of the verses has changed from
lyrics to elements of dance as a performing art. In general, two types of composition are seen:
dance compositions that expresses changes in the landscape, based on the four seasons, and dance
compositions that consists of an accumulation of scenes of verbal play and certain themes. In
visual expressions, choreography has changed from the Nishikawa School to the Hanayagi School,
which might have affected stage settings, among others. This is different from Miyako odori that
developed in Kyoto through choreography of the Inoue School, following and deepening traditional
ways, which has not changed since the beginning. However, at the present stage, it is difficult to
decide whether characteristics of Naniwa odori are in fact, “changes.” In the future, it is suggested
that issues that are not clarified in this study, such as why the framework of the four seasons are
maintained in the compositions, among others, should be investigated through minute examination

of the verses.
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