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A Comparative Analysis of Two Chinese Sentence Structures
shi (7&) + Verb + Object + de (1Y), and shi(&) + Verb + de (1) + Object

Graduate School of Human and Socio-Environmental Studies

JIN Ping

Abstract

In Chinese, there exist two types of sentence structures, A) shi (&) + Verb+Object+de(HY),
shortened as “shi VO de” and B) shi(&) + Verb+ de(#9) +Object, shortened as “shi V de O”. In
the following, they will be referred to as Type A and Type B, respectively. In some occasions,
these two structures express the same meaning, but they have contain completely different syntactic
functions. In this paper, we will discuss these structures similarities and differences in terms of
their subject-predicate relationship and their narrative focus, which is summarized as the following.
1) the relationship between the subject and predicate. If the two parts before and after the shi(=)
are transformed into identical relationship, we will find that Type A is a narrative sentence, mainly
describing the agent of the sentence subject, while Type B is a narrative sentence, mainly
describing the event of the predicate part. 2) the focus of narration. Based on the verification of
the negative and interrogative forms of the two structures, we find that the sentence structure Type
A focuses on the whole predicate part of the sentence, while the Type B emphasizes the actual
action of the verb.
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