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A Cognitive and pragmatic Analysis of No More A than B Constructions

HIROTA Atsushi

Abstract

In this paper, we will investigate in detail the nature of the No more A than B construction. First,
we will see this construction classified into several categories based on the formal differences among
them, and then, those corresponding semantic differences will be explored. In particular, we will focus
consistently on than-phrases of No more A than B construction, which will tumn out to be
characterized through the actual usage of several sentences as objects or processes with an extreme
property (i.e., they can be schematically stipulated as such). Next, it will be proposed that the essential
function of this conmstruction lies in the intersubjective coordination of a proposition between
interlocutors, in terms of their interaction, and of a pragmatic perspective that will be newly
introduced here. Finally, the whale-construction will be presented as a topic semtence that shows
intersubjective coordination concerning a common conceptual ground between the speaker and the
hearer. In other words, the interlocutors will negotiate how a whale should be categorized based on
two different types of categorizations, which are distinct in the cognition of the speaker.
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1. FLHIC

2 V5% (HlH, A whale is no more a fish
than a horse is. ¥ REF & T HH) 2 —2DH
A& L7 No more A than BEXICHLT, I
T CHRAEEOBEANS, T VoI TR
Fot. TOBEMIE, —2Iit, HER No* Not
PROCBOBEROBRELIrE#ELZ L, AL
No® NotDETEKRLZHB L, ThtHERI
BT 508 E LV EFBITFORE, b5 —
D, BAXDAF—I2HBRTIEEI SV
B, BRIZERLVNVOSBBESEEICRS
ZEPEIZLNSE, FLTATY PA, BIZEIZ
SRLBEEZLEVBLI DL, TRTOFEFIC
HETHHEIIMr2H—WICBET A LR
ST EvE ) WEPDH 5, Langacker (1991:
132-141) BT, BT EDTEAHER
FRINTIERVZH 0D, Zhd [BFELIIHEE
DARETHDH]| &) BHN AL BRIS D
DTHDHERSVE (f BoTa 7714 NV),
EB, 44 (2010) XBWTHEBMIZE LR TY
X912, ZolROZBERT [HEAD2PRA
Twin] W) DERFYTHL—FT, [&LL,
MizBE-Twuiy, H2irEH ] vy XidksEse
CHRZRHETHY, MEDERI, [HFEOT
El LLCHEEEZHETAZIITREAHT B L
BTELV, BEVPMAPZITHHET (Fr vt
T5) bOELLEL, ZITHEIRTWSD
DRI THA ) B FHLFOHF () 0LH%
SDOPFESTHDIESL S ho THIFFEEICELY
FRE/AZAS, AFETid, No more A than B#X %
BEX (BEHR) OBBO7-HOmEE L TH
W, [BZJ T3 —20BROWY O%#RL
nwEES,

2. No more A than BB XD#KENL
N EZFDORHE

Hirota (2014) TiX, No more A than B#X
PEORENERIZL ST, W2 Ah57T

V—RHSELE. £’ FOooEEREER
L, BROBBE L2v, DTIRT NS Vi,
ZEEICEENTR VIR L, KIrSEEL
TRH2BEFHTHHLEbNS, 1B, UT
EITAAXDH L, BNCERELTHSHHD
%, 3 XT British National Corpus »* S ®D51HT
H5o,

()’ ' S; V no more Adj than S, &
Trading across frontiers is no more strange

than doing business with the shopkeeper
next door. (BNC)

2) S1V no more O than S, &
You have no more freedom than us. (BNC)

8) S;V: no more O than S,V #
Troms® had no more snow than we had
seen in the autumn, but it was colder. (BNC)

£, O2oQ@FFMICKEET 5, LFED3
DOFLDOWTIIIAWT S, than BLTFIZS(V)
WHYTAEERRTBY, BWICHSHICER
DEH L) BHEENEEIEZRL TS, )T
i, 2O0FBBEERELT, Z0FHBO[HAX]
(BB [FHAZ]) 22V THRRTWS, 2
X, Be+ Adj DR TIZL L VPE LT, youkwe
D2DDBEEHREZOVTO [HHE] OBEDZE
ERLTwA, —F, @IIBwTix, HRKPIC
Si1V1 &SV A RIRALLTEBY, [BREEICEL
THRENTVEH, ERLZVOIRIOHE,
than 2B RALHAOEELH-TWE I L TH
Z)o iﬁﬂgb:‘i, than.U\'Fo)ﬁiGCSszfﬁﬁh
ZUTHIITEBRHIC S nWZ LR LA, B
RIIZIZQDQEHRNTH S LR B,

@) S V no more O; than O, &l
Things that take up no more space than a

cigarette packet can now have a vast
amount of data. (BNC)
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WD AT, [0 L% V0; ] DEBRIZ
%5, (DPOQDEFALITEST, thanliTOE
EZASWMICHET LI DTIEARL, Ok bD
P CTH Do FIILS (things) AERET (that
) 2662 THY, Tyl SOBBRIQNE
XOEERL T 5,

(5) S; no more V; than S, Vo &
They no more held a patent on green
ideas than feminists did on equal rights for
women. (BNC)

) S1 M no more V; than (Sz) Vo &I
He could no more understand what went
on in a twenty-year-old's head than fly to
the moon. (BNC)

BRI, OOy VERET S, wihd
no more BT ATV 2 BhB5 4 7 Th
b, B)E, VM (Modal) & H#2T 55T, B
BHEBENICELR S, F-MPEHNSLEE, thandh
TV S 2L TICHEHNZFHEN T V. HIX
EHRLBY, HMENLZRFRIVOCLABERN 2 E
BOBFHFREVD, ZHhIZOVTEHKRETHY -

3. No more A than BEXDEKMNL
EHY EBXIC BT BthanDR7-T HEE

Bi#iCTi3 No more A than BRSO #EEN 2 4F
BIZEBL, 620N F VIIHBELA, Fhb
DOEWRBLZRICELTX Y BANICKRET 52
EXHb, <BIFBOAF—IHLEKR>ITD
L, ERLILBONEEZLNELD,
CITRBIIEBLO—ERTH L thanD@a
DRFHPLEEZRAE S

HHOEHEL %7, WE:EOHAXZUTICHE
BT 5,

(4) Things that take up no more space than a

cigarette packet can now have a vast

amount of data. (BNC)

{6) He could no more understand what went
on in a twenty-year-old's head than fly to
the moon. (BNC)

@WoOBIZ, REBOF— MBS TREEDHEIZ
EOREEDE) OBRIZNETETHLI 2R
LTwWb, KEBROTFT— ¥ 2 BHETHIZIIINTE
TENRYDREEDN—FF 4 R PBLEEZ-
I EERRLT, #h4STi EENH] <
LWONSREI (B THEREVIZLWI<H
W>OFWZN, 2o [BEOE] X, <H5E
WMAEMEEFULRBEONS (£)>THbLw
2bh, LVnIDIE, <A4>LONKET, #EEE
ZhBNSVY AL ZDOBHROPICKRBERD T — ¥
FRETAHILEATREE SN TELEWIEE
BRAPNLEDHLTH D, Zhidthan LTI NP
(BFM) % EBBEED, BDIHIZVP (BFH
) 2L BBEIRCTLETNTH S, B,
CHROBEOHOHMA HOFTRI T
531 2BETLIEIE, AT TRATHL D
LRSSV EELY (0F ), BELERTWETH
%) LWIH)<HESOTRERT L THS, 2D
BED, THEFCRATW L B<bAEHL
HHEF UL RBEONR (TOLX) >ThHb, 2
T, HBONRHBE) ThHhTaAThh,
No more A than B¥X & than L TOEE TR S
hE<dbrBELMEETOLNR>LHBL
T, [#FRERLLSVO~LIRW] [ZFhEHE
BIL~T&EL2w] LW BEOBRKREETLHE
T& b, — LT HIZH2Y, LTI E WL
OPHHET S

(7) She's no more sick than my big toe. (BNC)

(8 ... he admits that to pour abuse on a book
like this makes no more sense than to kick a

powder-puff. (BNC)
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(9 It would be a mistake for anyone to infer
that Boulestin was a man who had no more
sense than to attempt amateur cooking in
his own restaurant. (BNC)

WFROBIZRWTD, ROROHIE (my big
toe), LA LWBIEBYZREI L (to kick a
powder-puff), BAW 4 —F—THHL A} 5
YTCEAORELZ2RALICHT I & (to attempt
amateur cooking in his own restaurant) X, %
ZEMEMEEF O RBONRTH S 2 L4545
b, LaL, THLOILEEFHLHBT LD
12, thanlTOBEEZBII<HABHELHBE W
Tl > LTAF—<HICHET 577 TIE
FTHEiRnziv, 2F), MTBWTH [T
7] OFRBRLEGH [ROROBEK] LFH—OK
LTHEIA TV, QBT [Zo
BoREZE&BATIL] 2[4 LWBICEY
PRESIL] LEBCEELTVWSOD, 3P
BTERV, ZZT, KBIKBWTHOREZE
AL, Bo/-AE,PL T 7O —F28A 5,

4. [LEBROZRHI EDSREDSBXD
EMERAEY

BHLEBDIZL 505 HOIZ, HBEXOF
RERVRLLLOPIIONVT, EITHED—IE
EFREAL72wv BH (2012) 2Xhid, UTD2
DOXFERLPEBRTIRRDEIVIEIEE
(Z27VR) OETRRBLENS,

(0 Taro is taller than Jiro. (KRERIZ&ERL 0¥

AE)

() Compared to Jiro, Tarois tall (¥KRERIZH
X6, KERIXEEV)

MEOERLTLE, BRI NIHEL»2 L)
2, WREOHSEHhINICHE (0Fh, <¥
XS VWIRELOAF—NVIZBNT, I

KEVORELLPZHRY) LTWBDIZKL,
INCBWTR, [REIZEME] & &2 bIFET
ReZoTBY, FIroBEILIRBELLT
[KBBRZTLIFENEHL ]I AR (=2
TYR) BELS,

DEo#EmzEll, &3, UTOWOOXDKIL
WEEES ZoWwTHRRZET, SLRLTHEL
foh, ZTIEDELIBREESFELENCOWT
EL A R-T

(® Taro is no taller than Jiro.

BNC T3 L728#, S; is no taller than S:
EVIHIERIE, 2R YVBRENTIIH S, ¥
XRIZBOTREBENREZ LYo BT
2, SOBAPEDATNII VT2 A ER
T

(3 He stood no taller than his daughter,
probably she exceeded him by an inch or
two, but he had the shoulders of a bull, and
a great head of brindled brown hair laced

with grey, like his short, square beard.
(BNC)

B L<AbE, EEBICIE, RELBOLE
XSIZHLT BEOENLZVEVIXTHS
B, BRI E > THEELR DI, T LA probably B
TORLEDERTH S, HIb, WOKHFL 24~
FRTEFEL, MATRIEIBFO L) 2WE %2
LTwT, Wb BHE (masculine) %L
EHRATVREHEVHBERTH S, DL BK
T, XOHWRELY EIECTEERZ» LD
BB b5 T, ERBEIZOBROFIEB
ZH A LENFREWI L%, He stood no taller
than his daughter & \»9 iy (Cizd 553
HE) ZBERELT o T3, EnHIhL,
WOFHF-RIIXIDEPFENLE W) HIROT
T, ZOX (=[#) BESOBRIV Lo LBHH
PEL R, BLABROFELXTHAL bWniEEk
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WIBEPELTWAI LIRS, DI LD
DRI XENTHBLEZ, 2P LZDOREA, TR
BEMEWEEREDLDRTVARBEIN D b 3T
PEL V] [REBOEFEL Bk I i, KEO
FaR vl dv) ERE &, ¢—RLTE
HEZOND, 2%, <HEO[FEHHRI>L
WHEDI L, No more A than B BiSTiZ<#sT
BODRAF—IMLEER>SELT, FLF-HE
FrEEL/-LETo, HEFOFRIIKT AL
FO—RENGZEREZERTOIOLLTHRALA
Ao

5. VUSEBXDEKEZEA

HHRDEREZBESTH—HLLTETFOLR
501, MBI PoMLTHL, 7 VTEID®E
BRBHLHIZIZRDOL I I DTH 5%,

(4 A whale is no more a fish than a horse is.
(I<PFARETER2VES, FVSRAET
1X7w)

ZOX R FEE N OFKRICZITENE, HICY
RORMOEEEZRNTVWALETDII ZRDTA
B, BEERRLLILHELF -HEFOAL S
SryavERETLE, ZOXR[7VF513A
BTHs] LVIHIHEFOFE (Hbowvid, Bw
A&R) IHLT, FHLFPZOME (BT,
BES) ZBELLILBENTITVIDORLE
HT&s, 2%, BIHOERIMo TR,
[Z7V9FABETEVI LR, YR HELMICA
FTRWIELAULLOLWHRETHS] i ek
LEOBBIBRFBOHRSIT L EoTVD, 2D
X9 2Rk BHoHE, £iX, ROX) L
SERENLZERZ Lo TWBEELILNS,

B YRAETIEEY - - - TII<HERYS
73 -B>TRARCSE S 2w

® 7VIEAETIEEZY . - - 7TVSR<<T

Vo AT HTT)—B>TRAEOFART
b5

IV~ HDOANIzL BICFED) i2EoT
BEEOBIMNTH L0, AELONIE) T,
VOrHELHBATELZVEW) RT, [V
TR THEVOLELNLS, JVIFAETLEVO
BHLHPE (ZV5RBETER Y. EnHDRE
TINAFETR LI LI LHLNTHB)] &
FELFIEFM & FIo LRI RSN 2R
FEZRBLTVABEVIDITTH S,

¥/, rEO20o0HFIY—ErSHOEM
DHVEL 7 VSBLOBTRIIBELTWAI L
BHH5,

M YYEAPAFOTa LI [ S THS,

1® 7V73MARDORLRATH S,

ChEFIITHE, JVTHIITBNTE, [
eI VFRFAUMARELTAIZELEID L
BREOENZ ] L) BMERER G OBIE
Z, HLFEFHEFICES TS L) BRS K

IR N

ZDESIZEZ B E, Nomore A than BHL
BT A than UTFTOEER, FHLF -HEFOR
B AvySsrvay) OBIIBITE [HEBN
ZEERPEOL- DO L LTHYLRTWS
twis, LizdioT, 3HTAH: [RORDOHE
Bl TZL LWBICBRYEZRES ] Lvwinid,
—HEORKR (A¥T77—-) LLTHEBRTE S, &
bit, BICHS» 2T L 2RO THFIIHLT
BHRIIICEZ SO, LAy 77—%f@
Yo BERXF 77— LTHEL TWABRANE
Bleshzk, FOERIERBHZEROFRIC
HARAThalon, #Hizwniid, +9EBLESH
TWRWA T 77 —RAREFNZTTHEFICH
VDAL N V2525, 7VTHBXITBWT
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X, A% 77— LTORBRRBIFHLLTVSD
DD, MEFIZHTHL 32 Vb BERE
ENTWBEWVZ S, HERBIEAS 77— L
TRRENDED, FITRVLOLLTERSA
HhEBELHERNT, HEDDNFICHREL
BRBERICILRTELRWES S, 4B, MR
DEFEL, 7IVSHXOEREBAIIOVTI,
A CEHMICRLS,

6. BU

ATk, %7, No more A than BEEX % #i
BNLBEHMERXIZ6 OOy VIZHEL, ThE
honRy v ORTERNZFERER 72, 20K
B than UTOEXEN<HrBMLBE2H O/
WHR (B -7OER)>ELTAF—HIHE
TEDLIENGh ol LBL—FT, 0L
GRELZITERHAATELVRA Y 7 7 —KBPHF
EL, FhooRBEZEIFTH L) 2EBOER
BBEEREFEOIPCTILENE L, 22T,
No more A than BEXREOEKOEIR A H =
AAZHELT, ECEHGNZBEAILHILLS
WaERRT, ZOLHIIC, BXOMEBERLZEL
F-HEFORHFEHEM (ST F) ToRh L
D U¥s5300ar) EnSBRANLLARBEIE
T, BXPZOFHCTRTREN 2T (HE
B BRAELCHIBEBL OO L) &, By
WICTEHAEBELIIZE o720 BEIZ, No
more A than BEX O —2oDHRAE LTI VT
BB EF, LROSORYERZF =y 2
L7ze 5H%OBLEE LTI, No more A than B
BXOXF—<R70 by 4 7O8BE, BX
Ay NT—OBEL VS HEICE YA
Vi,

(iF]

1) BN ~@72ZFTh{, B2HTE YEFHIL
ENnd, thanlTOERF<bHBHLEE%
WOIHHES>E L THESNE S, FIZIE, B
@IBT, KICEXELZLIEEIRIMT
Hbo

2) TRR] LI DREETUT, HRHRO—E%
PWhHearZ DX HTBELEEN, Taro is
taller than Jiro. (KERIZKER L D HHFE) L v
ILTT S, FFEEHTORY LY LS BAH,
L3hiX, FhULOBKRNEEENR TS, Bl
b [REEORFr—n]bw) 0ld#BE0zH0
BEHEN MRS TH S,

3) I ERCLB2ERATH L, {7+ —%
YhEBE, QECERIZE LY (grammatically
correct) 7%, MURIIBENEDZ L TH A,

4) IEREIZIE be 813 Tt/ { stand DB FE stood 72
A, Eb LI RBERTEHRALOT, FHETIRA
BOBRERTIOLLTERI 2 EIXT 5,

5) 17 VoBXoBREZA] I2owTiE, BEHE
(to appear) % &M,
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