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The Language Policy of the Chiang Regime in Taiwan as
Documented in the Official Gazettes
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Abstract

Taiwan was ruled by the Chiang family from 1945 to 1988. The regime brought their
own language, Mandarin Chinese, with them and attempted to make it the only
national language of Taiwan. What, then, became of the other languages spoken in
Taiwan, particularly the Japanese and Taiwanese that were popular in Taiwan before
1945? At first, Chiang’s government prohibited the use of Japanese words in order to
eliminate the influences of the Japan's government. That prohibition penetrated into
daily life. The words in newspapers, magazines, and signboards, including the
characters on measuring tools were removed. After the elimination of Japanese, other
languages spoken in Taiwan became the next target. Because the orthographies of
those languages were not established, the second prohibition by the Chiang government
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focused on songs, films and TV programs. This article describes the attitude of the

Chiang regime toward Japanese and other languages in Taiwan through examining the

official gazettes published by their government.
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