Marriage and funeral in contemporary China : a
case of the rural Xuzhou area
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Marriage and Funeral in Contemporary China

— A Case of the Rural Xuzhou Area —
YAMAMOTO Kyoko

Abstract

Although it is officially reported that marriage and funeral have been simplified and that super-
stitious rites have been abolished under the PRC resume, the actual situation in contemporary

China is not clear enough.

Based on the fieldwork which I carried out in the rural Xuzhou area, Jiangsu Province, Sep-
tember 2008, this paper describes the present status of marriage and funeral in terms of the

changes from the traditional rites.

There are two main findings. One is that there are still not a few traditional ceremonies and
rites, which are handed down by the person called “dalaozhi”, and that they are still maintained
and performed in spite that their manners have been changed to a varied degree depending on
villages or towns. The other is that the ceremonies and rites in the rural area tend to be organ-
ized by commercial organizations, as conformed with those in the urban area. Even though the
ceremonial and ritual manners may change more in the future, the important parts will probably

remain unchanged.
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