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Land Conditions in the Suburbs of Nagoya during the Tokugawa Period
Yusaku KAJIKAWA

This article is based on the Owari Junkoki, a chorographical work completed
in 1822. Owari was the name of an area in the westerh part of present-day Aichi Prefec-
ture ; the term Junkoki means chorography. With the aid of this chorographical work,
analyses were carried out of the land conditions of 114 villages once existing in certain
areas adjacent to the former castle town of Nagoya. For the purpose of analyses, these
villages are divided into five groups. One group consists of twenty-three newer villages,
that is, villages settled after 1608, most of which were located in reclaimed areas along
the gulf of Ise. The other four groups comprise older villages classified into villages in
urbanised districts in the vicinity of Nagoya, and villages located, respectively, in the north-
ern, eastern and westen parts of the area under study.

The results of the analyses are as follows :

1) The size of a village in terms of kokudaka, or assessable land products (AL-
P), and the population was generally larger in the urbanised and eastern areas. The small-
est-sized villages were to be found in the western areas where the newer villages were
located.

2) Per capita kokudaka in urbanised areas was less than in other areas; for
example, the northern areas had relatively higher kokudaka. Kokudaka figures for the
western areas differed greatly according to village; for this reason, though in the Early
Modern period tenant farmers usually cultivated land located in their own villages, many
farmers here found it more to their advantage to cultivate land in villages other than their
own.

3) The per acreage ALP (measured in fanm, i. e., ten ares) of the farm land in
the newer villages was lower than that for the older villages’; among the older villages,
the per capita ALP was generally higher in the urbanised areas. The ALP figures were
also generally higher for paddy fields in comparison with dry fields. Arable lands and
forest land, which were exempt from the tribute usually exacted from the tenants by the
owner of the land, were concentrated in the eastern areas.

4) The areas discussed here together comprise the Owari han (daimyo admin-
istration) territory. Only one third of this particular %an, consisting chiefly of the vil-
lages of urbanised areas and newly reclaimed villages after 1608, belonged directly to the
daimyo and rendered him tribute, The remaining two-thirds were subject to the exaction
of tribute by the vassals of the Aan.



