Distribution of rice in the local vinegar industry in
Japan
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Fig. 2 Rice procurement and vinegar-processing plant of company B

DOXKEFOEBEERISIN30 KL THD, RRLE
IG5 % DEIEI3#90.08% TH 5.

B ACKEREEICAVWAOER, aves Y NI
FRkeEoH 15%) LEEAA (ER20%), B
A (Bl5%) TH3, 3ven) LHERHIIHE
B kA, AEARREATH S, Thosoill
RRbKIZ, RHEEEZEATO 2 EETA 4K
(AR, LR, hoRE, EF) © 24~2TF (i
L DET) okEE,SHBIN (K2, TOH
BER 70 tHRTH 5, 2002 FEEOIITER

K3, ESHREAS 27.6t, LHEHXMS 19.2t,
MBREMX, S 12.6t, hOREMKAS 0.6t %
hehddahi,

BRMRX THEE SN Z¥KE, RE FEARER
(—HEKEY DK 10) KXHshb. ZOFEER,
HEED SIS ok, B JAFEBRR %
NHMLZz0FFE B ENaTHAE L ->TL
3. ARMEBREBRONTREMRIREEO D LE
HECREICTH 5, HIEMICEREREEER
BRI L LTRSS N, 20DEaMIKnASE

—1001—



#1  BHOREEEMRIC S 3 BRI EH

Table 1 Chemical-free cultivation in the
procurement area of company B
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Chemical-free cultivation adopted by company B
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Distribution of Rice in the Local Vinegar Industry in Japan

IGA Masaya (Graduate student, Nagoya University)

In this paper, the author analyzes the distribution of rice under the changing food policy, focusing
on the rice vinegar industry in Japan. Many nation-wide vinegar processors are increasingly
dependent on minimum-access rice as their raw material, while locality-based processors tend to
develop different strategies. A local case study in Miyazu, Kyoto Prefecture, was conducted to verify
this trend.

The reéults were as follows. First, there has been little immediate impact of the change in the
system of rice distribution on local enterprises. They emphasize the quality of material to position
themselves as separate from big enterprises. This reinforces their relations with farm producers
unlike big enterprises.

Second, local enterprises try to expand their product distribution across the country, as the case
with big enterprises. However, the character of each market is different. Products of local enterprises
have features that appeal to consumers based on safety and origin, making it possible for local

enterprises to enter markets for premium food.

Key words : rice vinegar industry, processing raw material rice, food distribution system, local

enterprise
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