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New Drug May Prevent
Hardening of Arteries

BOSTON, Aug.26(AP) - A new drug
made from penicillin reduces levels of
cholesterol in the blood and may pre-
vent hardening of the arteries, an under-
lying cause of the heart attacks and
strokes that kill 800,000 Americans a
year, researchers say.

A study shows that the experimental
drug compactin is effective in people
with an inherited defect that produces
high cholesterol levels in the blood and
leads to premature heart disease.

The new study was directed by Dr.
Hiroshi Mabuchi at Kanazawa Univer-
sity School of Medicine in Japan and
was published in the current issue of the
New England Journal of Medicine.
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