Effects of subannular tube for intractable otitis
media with effusion and atelectatic ear
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Effects of subannular tube for intractable otitis media with
effusion and atelectatic ear
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Subannular tube (SAT) method is a simple method in which T-tube is inserted tympanomeatal
flap from external auditory canal wall to the middle ear subannularly, leaving tympanic membrane
intact. We have used SAT method in intractable otitis media with effusion and atelectatic ear since
February 2013. Seven SATs were placed in total of 4 patients: 2 males and 2 females. Patients’ mean
age at surgery was 7.2 (median: 8) years. Average of the disease duration before SAT was about 56.7
months, and 2.0 times of transtympanic tube techniques were performed during the disease dura-
tion as average. The mean improvement of hearing was 22.7 dB. Three SATs underwent spontane-
ous extrusion and one of three tympanic membrane perforations has closed spontaneously. All 7
ears have been going well without complications, recurrence of middle-ear effusion and atelectasis.
SAT method provides a safe and effective option for management of intractable otitis media with

effusion and atelectatic ear.

Key words: subannular tube, intractable otitis media with effusion, atelectatic ear
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