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Nursing for children of female patients with cancer in the child-rearing period and
their families: a study of approach to children, maternal roles, and mother-child and
family relationships

Yasuko kitou, Noriko Tabuchi*, Keiko Fujita*, Masami Okumura™, Ikuko Nakano™*

Abstract
This study was performed to clarify ways in which nurses can become involved with the
families of patients with cancer and their children, and how these children could be cared for
during the time their mother was admitted to hospital.
The research methods in this study included semi-structured interviews conducted with 20
nurses involved in cancer nursing. For the analysis, a qualitative descriptive method was used
to extract the contexts associated with nurses’ involvement with children. Their meanings
were read and codified.
Seven categories related to the nursing of children who had mothers suffering from cancer
and were admitted to hospital were extracted: Involvement that understands the children’
s feelings based on their life background and behavioral aspects; Involvement that concerns
children being respected as members of their family that is supportive to the mother;
Involvement in accordance with children’s age, development, and experience; Involvement in
consideration of the balance between patient’s role and maternal role; Involvement such that
the future mother—child or family relationships will not be hampered by illness and treatment;
Involvement such that the family can proceed toward same direction; and Assistance of
people who may support the children. These were the categories from the four perspectives
concerning “direct approach to children of female cancer patients”, “indirect approach to
children through female cancer patients,” “approach to mother-child relationship between
female cancer patients and their children,” and “approach to families surrounding female
cancer patients and children.”
This support from nurses that may care for children of mothers who are suffering from
cancer may not be limited to direct involvement with the child. Nurses' involvement that
supports the family by respecting the maternal role of the mothers, even if they are patients
living among family dynamics, is necessary. The results of this study suggested that nursing
intervention is necessary from the early period of cancer treatment in addition to the terminal
period.
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