Interest in disaster prevention and related factors

among college students:Survey of first-year
students of a university in Ishikawa Prefecture
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Abstract

The present study was performed to clarify interest in disaster prevention among college
students after the Great East Japan Earthquake, and to investigate related factors. A total of
1072 first-year students of a university in Ishikawa Prefecture participated in this study. We
surveyed their interest in disaster prevention, knowledge, and experience of disasters, as well
as disaster prevention measures that they had adopted. More than half of the subjects did
not know about hazard maps or disaster prevention manuals, and some were not interested
in disaster prevention at all. The most common disaster prevention measure was having an
emergency Kkit, but only approximately 20% of the subjects had such a kit. The following
factors showed significant correlations with an interest in disaster prevention: sex, specialized
field, awareness of health, acknowledgement of hazard maps and disaster prevention
manuals, information provided by the media, families’ and friends’ disaster experience, and
the presence/absence of a desire to participate in volunteer activities for disaster victims.
Our findings suggest a need to raise awareness among public citizens of health and disaster
prevention by conducting health promotion activities, and familiarizing them with hazard
maps and disaster prevention manuals using the media.
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