Experience perception by living donors who are
mothers of perception by living donors who are
mothers of patients in pediatric liver transplants
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Experience perception by living donors who are mothers of patients
in pediatric liver transplants

Sachiko Tamura, Michiko Inagaki*

Abstract

In order to clarify the experiences of mothers who became donors in pediatric
liver transplants, a qualitative induction analysis of semi-structured interviews with
ten mothers and two fathers whose children had been diagnosed with biliary atresia
and had undergone pediatric liver transplants. From the particular attributes of the
transplant, the interview contents were formed of three free narratives regarding
the experiences of the time of decision to transplant, the time of decision to donate
one’ s own organs, and the time in which the child and the donor underwent the
operation. The common concept derived from the mother’ s experience was [Never
mind about me) . The experience at the time of decision to transplant to the child
was [Transplant to my child through sympathy caught up in the flow of events] ,
and is composed of the four categories of [Grudge at doctor], [Self-reproach], [Never-
ending care), and [Unconditional family agreement], and is notable for not showing
any decisions made as a mother at the time of decision to transplant. The
experience at the time of decision to transplant one’ s own organs from the mother
was an [Organ donation that satisfied self] , and was composed of the three
categories of [I am the most suitable], [Favour repayment], and [Husband who
cannot provide], and is notable for differing from the danger theory of loss of
organs. The experience at the time of transplant surgery with one’ s child was,
along with the family, the medical staff and even oneself, [Surgery experience
focused only on my child] , composed of the three categories of [Preoperative only
for my child], [Just a little bit about me], and [Post-operative only for my child], and
is notable for not showing any signs of the role of the patient despite undergoing
extractive surgery. In addition, we propose the possibility that these experiences
have an after-effect on the mother is proposed.
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