Nontoxic Intraocular Dose of Melphalan for
Conservative Treatment of Retinoblastoma

B&5:jpn

HhRE

~FHH: 2017-10-04
*F—7—NK (Ja):
F—7— K (En):
YRR

X—IJL7 FL R:
FiT/:

http://hdl.handle.net/2297/9347




428

SRKRFTLEFRMEE F106% E4-5%5 428 —444 (1997)

S 2E LB o RRER R EE DT

—ANT 7T DIRNFERGEDHE —

SEIRKRFERFIDE

£ H

SERHRBRE R (EAT 1 I — R 8R)
Mz

PEEMREOREBRAFEEN D Lok L TEFESNRRBA L FREO LT EM CH T 2 ERWHIRE LT, AL
7% %~ (Lphenylalanine mustard, LPAM) OHIKIZE JIZTHE 4 BKEER (electroretinogram, ERG) 3 X U##&FERY
PRI » THREF L7, HHRERG T3 2HORBEF LM ICEE S WIS GEIE, IRERDS X UBRIRY» 55s) 7
bW F G L. HIRR BB P CORE L LPAM RINEBERER P COWBE KB L. 7 FOMBIRMERG i
BV TLPAM 10 g/ ml HMNB & V40 pg / mlBINTIE, alk, bikd L UHEBIEEAROIRIES & CHABR I FELE
fbidabhzd o7z, LPAMS0 pg./ ml iIITIE, ajks & CHEBNEORIFEABICE(LL b o 2% bIKRIBIZAE
CIETF L7z, bIRIEOZ LIS BEHR O BER F ICEE LB CTh o7z, allf, biks X CEBBUVNE O T AIERIZEH
WIZE b L e o7z, & P OFEHERMFERG 12 B W T LPAM 10 g/ ml 8138 £ U740 g/ ml @INTIE, all, biks LU

BNEOIRIES L UTHABRICEF R B A L N e d o .

7 FWTARNEA TELPAM %A L7 IR 5EERHR,

MR % 3 RIRE L CERG 2 EAMMTHEL L7z, LPAM 10 pg i TARPHEA T2 all, biK, cifd & UHEIENEDRIES &
CIEHABRFICIARLEEAONT, BEEMSES L UETHEME TOHEARRIIREIAG 2272, LPAM 20
pERTFRPEATIEal, blEd L CREIBNEDRIBIEEAZ IR EUBICHE L GEBIIIERICEE L. alk, bEs

FUBRBRNEOTERERICIIHL P R EEA DN RD o7,

CIHEIRIBIIE AR LEE ICHES L2, £ 0REEMENE

RLZ, eSS TR BB OKNIRERE, BFORNENFED SN, EFHME CEMBEIS ICEEDERA L.
L-PAM 90 pgfFAENEATIEEA%RSHBIZIZERG ZHEDOIRIGITFL <HEFEIMHEL, EAKLBIZREO—EER
WCERGIZIEE L7, SFHEMES & OB FHEMER R CHBEABIEE L (BT, BRERENS I OB
FEAEECT 5 &, RERRBLARETHEE STV 5 BINWIRENRIEAE L X 2 LPAM AR (10mg/m* (KFERFE))
BIURTAEMNEAEICLALPAMIEAR (4~8ug) BTN IMBEICIATENZBEL A2V EERSNDS.

Key words melphalan, retinoblastoma, chemothermotherapy electroretinogram, toxicity

HEESEM AR E & L CAA R ORI 55 E T A IRPEE
EHCTHH, RETIPEARBEEEEEOPTRLE L, £
TARERHEYO LI TOREHEEDGRETHD. €0
S A4 1 1345 16,000 ~ 20,000 A\OHAEIZD E T ADEIEY Th
D, SEMMARBRL DT L L, RETEEECHEESL X
FRONDRENH B LS NEY. KEFIEEEFTHL
OT, RETIIED THNBICHRBET 2562 KRE, &
FRBEDRCEROLORTT 2, ERORE L LTI, I
MOBEZLLE) BEIZREL TR 2S5 ZEFEHE L,
BHECEELTIAEZAL R THESA U TR FHICHE
B HHEMHD, E0EMEOEMME %/ L CIREIZE
LT 2HEDH 5.

ANEF IR & R DTS 0, 2 OB IR 2 F
D60% L LB\, AFEHFEI & B EH I A AR & TR
OHAELTIHELY, FRETIIAERZ, A6 2REIE N

ZxtLC, MWIRETRAERL r A b6y AENEZ N,

FHROFE6 A17THZAT, FHRIFTA0HZH

HIEH AL IE RO BENG, IR & iRt L Tla ke 5.
T b b IRV OGES T IR ARERTE A5 % jEAT L, WHRIED G
TIET L - OIRERE i L CBE 2 BRI K L TR Z
Rt A, LALRBICRRSNBEERETHEESEL I L
TEBETRENLBEAIE, FIEEESN T F 22wl rEs
THLMRFEEL TS5 2 DD 5, HEOREREDMSZ
v, FOBIGHRIZREICOLA N 00HBY .

ﬁﬁﬁ&wﬁ%mi#* ¥, X#CT, MRIIZ X 5
EBWOIERE - EWRICLDBWBEOR LY -, 512135
VRHREE B JT'a“%rnTaéE REOH.LOBEIZE 2 RSB &
E’chmﬁ%%W@wﬁﬁ&%uﬁﬁm’Wibfw
WA A S 8% (1975 ~ 19824F) iz kX, AER %
(1,14780) O BFRAEAFE] i}#ﬂﬁliﬁim@sﬁfﬁ 93.3%, 104
92.3%, TMiBREERERI T5E% 92.2%, 1044 86.7% TH 5.

SR NANE DRI EE L LTI, IREHRERE, SBREEE,
SRATEIORE, GO, (LRREL LD B, RIEFOR

Abbreviations | ERG, electroretinogram; LFLX, lomefloxacin hydrochloride; L-PAM, L—phenylalanine mustard;

5-FU, 5fluorouracil




ANT 7T DMPBEIIE LIZTHE 429

SHEITH T B RV ERSEEO WY Dk, RO R D
SHENPOMN B HRIETH S, Lo LIEHRAREBH T
2BDEBFRTH D ®, 10FLHEEL EOKRE LEEDH L W ITH
TFRIERE R SO L ESOBBIIREETH Y, KRR
FlCIIEBEE, MRS C OB A0E, IR - IREORER
£hH EPOREEOMEDLH 5. JEERLEE X ORI
i & RS LB O EE R BT L CHEE % BN
WICHETE LR ELET LD, FOREMERTIZ4LEZL
FOEBOERIREETSH L . GER I EE ARG
R T BERH B VI FRE OO R B E LA ORE
B o THERE A 2 EFN T E N5, Lo L4~55H
BEZZLDEB T RHBERRTHERE S TS I LIIRETS
), E5IIARESRE OB AIIESIIIRTSE L 2RI = 5
xR L TIRBIIELLR T 220 TEELXETSLY. 1L
Sl 3 AT IRAERE &£ LTHW ST, HUaeE, &
R, SR RRRE, WEHRE T 2 BREE L T,
BENREERERNICEDY), ETHOEBTHENTER S
hBZeddb. L LILHAREICI/AMERD, BHERED
BIfERDSET A 2 &AL 2 5.

22T, WEEMBIECET A IS OREMEORRE W
BT 2EHBTET Y ZIRERBSLSEBELER L. 20K
ERT7TVFMERIRTEERI OO EDTHEALT 7T ¥ (L
phenylalanine mustard, L-PAM) (1) % EREMRIZERAIZIE
AT BPEIHTERPNZEALTH S, IRERMREE™ TR
KA IR T A2HETH L. LPAM 1&, 7VFVHIO S BT
{frayeryery—FHIZEL, BEMRANORE LY —
ERUSLTT A ENMEEZRI LEBAREHETAZLICLD
JEE AR 2 b 2T whb i, K TREKIZIE
ERUEBMEORBRICERIN TS, $-BETIIL RN
BRIEORBOII IR, BB, By oo &
PR 2 Sl B LEmEE & LT, hofiEgsiR 1 >~ ¥
—7zuriRElELIIHEGEENTVEY %,

T 5" 7 T LPAM % ff H § 2 HRERIR B AL F 98 & KBS
I E AR IE D SEFNIZ T L. ZOmBEBEIIBVWTE, L
PAM |2 & 2 JEEEHH LA o0 TEH BRALER (BRICM) oEE
FEFMHEL 25, KRBV, Z0oHYEALPAM
®OEH L2 IRERR L g o B RIS B T A AR RF A L L
T, L-PAM O 2B 212§ 828 % #EEKX
(electroretinogram, ERG) & & UHLERZEMHT R X - THES
L7-.

ME &L UHE
I. WHRMERG - & 2155

Cl-CH2-CH2

/ I

NH 2

Fig.1. Chemical structure of L-phenylalanine mustard (L-
PAM) . L-PAM is an alkylating agent of the nitrogen mustard
type used for the treatment of several malignant disorders,
including multiple myeloma, malignant melanoma and ovarian
carcinoma.
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Fig.2. Recording configuration for the in-vitro
electroretinogram (ERG) in the excised eye-cup. The
posterior portion of the hemisected eyeball was mounted
between two chambers. Perfusing solutions (Nagayama'’s
control solution or a L-PAM-containing solution) were
continuously oxygenated with 100% O, , and maintained at pH
8.0~ 8.2 . The ERGs were led off through a pair of Ag-AgCl
non-polarizable electrodes in each chamber. The ERGs were
recorded before and 15min after the perfusate was changed
from the control solution to a L-PAM-containing solution.
Finally the ERGs were recorded 15 min after a L-PAM-
containing solution was washed out by the control solution.
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Fig.3. Recording configuration for the in-vivo ERG of the
rabbits. L-PAM dissolved in a 0.Iml-vehicle was injected into
unilateral eyes. The fellow eyes received the same quantity of
the vehicle, serving as a control. The ERGs were led off
through Ag-AgCl electrodes in the cylinder with silicone
tube, filled a physiological salt solution. The cotton tips,
inserted into the silicone tube, were placed on the corneal
limbus and the head. The ERGs were recorded 3 hr, 3, 7, 14
and 28 days after a single-shot intravitreal injection of L-PAM.
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“HHOEIE LPAM M ERERTOREErRYT. =F
BOWEBIELPAMZHENML T2 WEBEROEFICEVREL
715G %OERERY. EFOBRBEEREIEIC TGS
7aliBLUbEERT. AHOEBIIHEES I UHORE
BRI CEAR S N EEBMR N A RS, LPAM 10 pg /ml i
mE (Afm2iR, A65E) Tk, alk, bikds L OBBIREN
WORIES & CTHAERHICEAFRLEEA SN 2 0dz (F
5).

X 612 L-PAM 40 pg.” ml iR EEERIC L 2 ERGEILE
Y. LPAM 40 pg/ml 0% (A 18R, HF&2MR) T3,
ailf, biks L UEBA/NEOIRIES & UTEHEBRICIIEEL
ElizAa s N o (7).

812 L-PAM 50 pg / ml DR MR\~ X 2 ERGE1L%
Y. LPAM 50 pg ./ ml 8 (B 1R, AER2K) T4,
aiidB L OBRBRNEOIRIBIIERICEL Lo 7225, bik
RIBIIAZBICET LA (p<0.05). bikRIEOEILIIITRIED
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Fig. 4. Effects of 10 zg/ml L-PAM on the ERGs from the in-
vitro eye-cup of a rabbit. The left column shows the a- and the
b-waves. The right column shows the oscillatory potentials.
The responses in the right and left column were obtained from
the same eye-cup. The a-wave, the b-wave and the oscillatory
potentials were not deteriorated by 10 zg/ml L-PAM. The
uppermost traces show responses during an initial perfusion
with Nagayama’s control solution. The second traces show
responses during a perfusion with a 10 zg/ml L-PAM-
containing solution. The bottom traces show responses after
the L-PAM-containing solution was washed out by the control
solution. Numerals at the right indicate the time (minutes)
after onset of perfusion with the control solution or the L-PAM-
containing solution. The stimulus intensity was 3.3 X 10° lux
at the retina of the eye-cup. The stimulus duration was 200
msec. Direct-coupled amplification was used in the left
column. The amplifier time constant was 3 msec in the right
column. Rectangular waveforms at the bottom indicate the
onset (upward deflection) and termination (downward
deflection) of stimulus light in this figure and all other figures
showing the ERG.

FBlRHCEEL, BERTHEMNTH 72, alk, bEBLY
BB NEOERERISAERIIIEL L a7 (K9,

2. e MRIZBI BHE

1042 L-PAM 10 pg./ ml ¥R B A IZ & 5 ERG41t%

L-PAM irrigation

)
E

8

percentage (%

Rel_ative

sor

0 15 30
Time (min)

Fig.5. Changes of the latency (A) and amplitude (B) of the a-
wave ((]), the b-wave (O) and the oscillatory potentials (@)
induced by perfusion of 10 zg/ml L-PAM in the in-vitro eye-
cup of the rabbits. The percentages of the latencies and
amplitudes are plotted against those during the initial
perfusion with Nagayama’s control solution in all graphs to
illustrate ERG data throughout the present paper. The shaded
area indicates a period during which a L-PAM-containing
solution was perfused after and before perfusion of the control
solution in this figure and Figs. 7, 9, 11 and 13. Each value
indicate X £+ SD (n=7).
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Fig.6. Effects of 40 xg/ml L-PAM on the ERGs from the in-
vitro eye-cup of a rabbits. The a-wave, the b-wave and the
oscillatory potentials were not deteriorated by 40 .g/ml L-
PAM. For other recording parameters see the legend for Fig.4.
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Fig.7. Changes of the latency (A) and amplitude (B) of the a-
wave (), the b-wave (O) and the oscillatory potentials (@)
induced by perfusion of 40 xg/ml L-PAM in the in-vitro eye-
cup of the rabbits.Each value indicate x = SD (n=3). Other
recording conditions were the same as in Fig.5.
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Fig. 8. Effects of 50 pg/ml L-PAM on the ERGs from the in-
vitro eye-cup of a rabbits. The a-wave and the oscillatory
potentials were not deteriorated, while the b-wave was
reversibly diminished by 50 xg/ml L-PAM. The latency of the
b-wave was unchanged. For other recording parameters see
the legend for Fig.4.
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Fig.9. Changes of the latency (A) and amplitude (B) of the a-
wave ((J), the b-wave (O) and the oscillatory potentials (@)
induced by perfusion of 50 ;g/mi L-PAM in the in-vitro eye-
cup of the rabbits. Each value indicate x = SD (n=3). *p<
0.05 vs the initial control perfusion. Other recording conditions
were the same as in Fig.5.
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Fig. 10. Effects of 10 xg/ml L-PAM on the ERGs from the in-
vitro eye-cup of the human. The a-wave, the b-wave and the
oscillatory potentials were not deteriorated by 10 pg/ml L-
PAM. For other recording parameters see the legend for
Fig4.
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Fig. 11. Changes of the latency (A) and amplitude (B) of the a-

wave ([]), the b-wave (O) and the oscillatory potentials (@)

induced by perfusion of 10 ;g/ml L-PAM in the in-vitro eye-
cup of the human. Each value indicate X = SD (n=3 ). Other

recording conditions were the same as in Fig.5.
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Fig. 12. Effects of 40 zg/ml L-.PAM on the ERGs from the in-
vitro eye-cup of the human. The a-wave, the b-wave and the
oscillatory potentials were not deteriorated by 40 xg/ml L-
PAM. For other recording parameters see the legend for
Fig.4.
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Fig. 13. Changes of the latency (A) and amplitude (B) of the a-
wave (), the b-wave (O) and the oscillatory potentials (@)
induced by perfusion of 40 xg/ml L-PAM in the in-vitro eye-
cup of the human. Each value indicate X &= SD (n=3). Other
recording conditions were the same as in Fig.5.
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Fig. 14. Effects of an intravitreal injection of 10 xg L-PAM on

" the ERGs of a rabbit. The a- and b-waves were not deteriorated
throughout the follow-up period up to 4 weeks. The right and
left columns show the responses from the L-PAM-injected eye
and the control fellow eye, respectively. Direct-coupled
amplification. A single rectangular stimulus light was used.
Stimulus intensity was 5% 10° lux at the cornea. Stimulus
duration was 500 msec. Upward deflection indicates positively
of the corneal electrode in this figure and Figs.15, 16, 21, 22,
23,28, 29 and 30.
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Fig. 15. Effects of an intravitreal injection of 10 g L-PAM on

the ERGs of a rabbit. The b- and c-waves were not deteriorated
throughout the follow-up period up to 4 weeks. Direct-coupled
amplification. A single rectangular stimulus light was used.
Stimulus intensity was 5 lux at the cornea. Stimulus duration
was b sec.
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Fig. 16. Effects of an intravitreal injection of 10 xg I-PAM on

Relative percentage (o)

the oscillatory potentials of a rabbit. The oscillatory potentials
were not deteriorated throughout the follow-up period up to 4
weeks. Each trace shows the avaraged waveform of 10
responses. Amplifier time constant, 3 msec. Stimulus intensity
was 5% 10° lux at the cornea. Stimulus frequency and
duration were 1/3 Hz and 500 msec, respectively.
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Fig. 17. Changes of the latency and amplitude of the a-wave (A)

and the b-wave (B) induced by an intravitreal injection of 10
g LPAM in 3 rabbits. The percentages of the latencies and
amplitudes in the tested eye to those in the control fellow
eye, (tested eye / control fellow eye) X 100(%), are plotted
against time before and after injection in this figure and
Figs.18, 24, 25, 31 and 32. Zero on the abscissa indicates the
time of 1hr before injection. Data from each rabbit were
illustrated by different symbols (@,4 H). Stimulus intensity
was 5 X 10* lux at the cornea. The same symbols indicate the
same rabbits in this figure and Fig.18.
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Fig. 18. Changes of the latency and amplitude of the oscillatory
potentials (A) and changes of the amplitude of the c-wave (B)
induced by an intravitreal injection of 10 xg L-PAM in 3
rabbits. Stimulus intensity was 5X 10* lux at the cornea in A
and 5 lux at the cornea in B. The same symbols indicate the
same rabbits in this figure and Fig.17. Other conditions were
the same as in Fig.17.

Fig. 19. Light micrograph of the retina of a rabbit 4 weeks after
an intravitreal injection of 10 #g L.PAM. No abnormal
changes were observed in the retinal structure. Toluidine blue
stain. Magnification, X 250. ON, outer nuclear layer; IS, inner
segment; OS, outer segment; PE, retinal pigment epithelium.
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Fig. 20. Electron micrograph of the retina of a rabbit 4 weeks
after an intravitreal injection of 10 xg L-PAM. Uranyl acetate
and lead citrate stain. No abnormal changes were observed in
the retinal structure. Magnification, X 6600. IS, inner segment;
0S, outer segment; PE, retinal pigment epithelium.
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Fig. 21. Effects of an intravitreal injection of 20 xg L-PAM on
the ERGs of a rabbit. The amplitudes of the a- and b-waves
were decreased 3 days after injection. For other recording
parameters see the legend for Fig.14.
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Fig. 22, Effects of an intravitreal injection of 20 g L-PAM on
the ERGs of a rabbit. The amplitude of the c-wave slightly
diminished in 7 days after injection and recovered thereafter.
For other recording parameters see the legend for Fig.15.
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Fig. 23. Effects of an intravitreal injection of 20 g I-PAM on
the oscillatory potentials of a rabbit. The amplitude of the
oscillatory potentials was significantly decreased 3 days after
injection. For other recording parameters see the legend for
Fig.16.
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Fig. 24. Changes of the latency and amplitude of the a-wave (A)
and the b-wave (B) induced by an intravitreal injection of 20
18 L.PAM in 4 rabbits. Data from each rabbit were illustrated
by different symbols (@,4 8, X). The same symbols indicate
the same rabbits in this figure and Fig.25. Other conditions
were the same as in Fig.17.
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Fig. 25. Changes of the latency and amplitude of the oscillatory
potentials (A) and changes of the amplitude of the c-wave (B)
induced by an intravitreal injection of 20 g L-PAM in 4
rabbits. The same symbols indicate the same rabbits in this
figure and Fig.24. Other conditions were the same as in
Figs.17 and 18.

Fig. 27. Electron micrograph of the retina of a rabbit 4 weeks
after an intravitreal injection of 20 g L-PAM. Dense
material(*) was observed in degenerated outer segments.
Magnification, X 9600. Other conditions were the same as in

Fig.20.
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Fig. 26. Light micrograph of the retina of a rabbit 4 weeks after — — s0mseo

an intravitreal injection of 20 g L-PAM. Mild degeneration

and irregularity were observed in the outer segments. ON, Fig. 28. Effects of an intravitreal injection of 90 xg L-PAM on

outer nuclear layer; IS, inner segment; OS, outer segment. the ERGs of a rabbit. The a- and b-waves were irreversibly
Magnification, X 200. Other conditions were the same as in abolished. For other recording parameters see the legend for
Fig.19. Fig 14.
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Fig. 29. Effects of an intravitreal injection of 90 g L-PAM on
the ERGs of a rabbit. The c-wave was irreversibly abolished.
For other recording parameters see the legend for Fig.15.
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Fig. 30. Effects of an intravitreal injection of 90 »g I-PAM on
the oscillatory potentials of a rabbit. The oscillatory potentials

were irreversibly abolished. For other recording parameters
see the legend for Fig.16.
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Fig. 31. Changes of the amplitude of the a-wave (A) and the b-
wave (B) induced by an intravitreal injection of 90 ng L-.PAM
in 3 rabbits. Data from each rabbit were illustrated by different
symbols (@,4 ,H). The same symbols indicate the same
rabbits in this figure and Fig.32. Other conditions were the
same as in Fig.17.
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Fig. 32. Changes of the amplitude of the oscillatory potentials
(A) and the c-wave (B) induced by an intravitreal injection of
90 xg L-PAM in 3 rabbits. The same symbols indicate the
same rabbits in this figure and Fig.31. Other conditions were
the same as in Figs.17 and 18.

Fig.33. Light micrograph of the retina of a rabbit 4 weeks after
an intravitreal injection of 90 g L-PAM. Prominent
destruction was observed in the retinal structure.
Magnification, X 250. Other conditions were the same as in
Fig.19.

Fig. 34. Electron micrograph of the retina of a rabhit 4 weeks
after an intravitreal injection of 90 g L-PAM. Miiller cell
invaded into the choroid through Bruch’s membrane (arrow).
Magnification, X 8500. B, Bruch’s membrane. Other
conditions were the same as in Fig.20.
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BUERCBVWTOEESERIEVWEERZ NS,

L-PAM OHEIEIZ 3 SIS a 8B LT, LPAM 20
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LRI E o TERSWTRETHECEUYHE &£ L TREE
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THIEEX OEBEZERICEL TUTO L) 12n 22 08HkEN
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PIZEAL, RO EMER B L ERGHT R TR L
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0.05 ug, WEEZT LA ~A 15 g, T FEY M (etoposide)
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AW F7%m WKL (daunorubicin) 2B L T,
Santana 5 12X B EFEY I FHFENIZT 7/ LEL V]
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T AIE™ 128V, RERMEHRSENI5FU 217
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ENBT 2R OT, 10mg/m’L-PAM B MK SERIIRIEY 5 5%
OEFHARERIBLE3.19 pg/ml EHEE S NS, HBIIRIEA
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PAM D IZE A DBUER FIE L T HROZHZ 12
SLRBENL ). LA LARIMEOSBICEAS &, FHRMIZ
HMENT VD4~ 8 ug O LPAMGS T-RNTEABIL, ff-F1k
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FAREASIEEMBEOREE 5tz A L, Sl
JEHEE R LOGIELERST BRI AT H. L72di> TH
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TEAT 4TI eI D —E8 % B TERG &7k L7z, itk
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Abstract

The effects of melphalan (L-PAM) on the electroretinogram (ERG) and on the retinal structure were studied to establish
the non-toxic dose of L-PAM for chemothermotherapy against retinoblastoma. The in-vitro ERGs were led off from an eye-
cup mounted between two chambers containing a perfusing solution, and were recorded before and 15 min after the perfusate
was changed from a control solution to a L-PAM-containing solution. Finally the ERGs were recorded 15 min after a L-PAM-
containing solution was washed out by the control solution. Perfusion with 10 and 40 xg/ml L-PAM caused no significant
changes in the a-wave, the b-wave and the oscillatory potentials in the rabbits. Perfusion with 50 xg/ml L-PAM (ransiently
diminished the b-wave, leaving the a-wave and the oscillatory potentials unchanged. In the human in-vitro ERGs, 10 and 40
rg/ml L-PAM caused no significant changes in the a-wave, the b-wave and the oscillatory potentials. In the study of the
chronic effects of L-PAM on the retina , L-PAM dissolved in a 0.1ml-vehicle was injected into the vitreous body of unilateral
eyes of the rabbits. The fellow eyes, injected with the same quantity of the vehicle, served as a control. The ERGs were
recorded 3 hrs, 3,7, 14 and 28 days after a single-shot intravitreal injection of L-PAM. The ERGs from the L-PAM-injected
eyes were compared with the control ERGs from the fellow eyes. The a-wave, the b-wave, the c-wave and the oscillatory
potentials did not deteriorate throughout the follow-up period up to 4 weeks after an intravitreal injection of 10 x g L-PAM.
The retinal structure remained unchanged. An intravitreal injection of 20 x g L-PAM significantly decteased the amplitude of
the a-wave, the b-wave and the oscillatory potentials 3 days after an intravitreal injection, but caused no changes in their
latencies. The amplitude of the c-wave slightly and reversibly diminished 7 days after an intravitreal injection of 20 ug L-
PAM. An intravitreal injection of 20 xg L-PAM caused mild degeneration and irregularity in the photoreceptor cell layer on
light micrographs and the dense material in the outer segments on electron micrographs. After an intravitreal injection of
90 xg L-PAM, the a-wave, the b-wave, the c-wave and the oscillatory potentials were irreversibly abolished 3 days after
injection and the retinal structures were substantially destroyed. On the basis of the present results by electroretinographical
and histological examinations, the dose of L-PAM of 10 mg/m’ for a selective ophthalmic artery injection and 4 to 8 xg for
an intravitreal injection would be non-toxic to the retina, and thus be recommended for chemothermotherapy as a conservative
treatment of retinoblastoma.




