Unsolved Problems on Death Investigation
System in Japan —Before the Arrival of Organ
Transplantation Practice —
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Abstract

Death of individual members of a society is naturally a pre-condition for organ transplantation, and such a kind of
medical practice should be done only with the consensus of the society, that is, after the due understanding by the majority of
the people has been established. Therefore, in a constitutional state where organ transplantation is going to be performed, an
individual's death should be determined with the highest degree of scientific and social Jjustice. In order to accept the organ
donation properly and safely from someone whose cause of death has not been definitely diagnosed, a medical examiner
system, that is, a scientific and reliable general examination system for death investigation including the medico-legal
practice for toxicological and infectious problems, should be in operation throughout Japan. And this kind of death
investigation should be chiefly performed by medico-legal scientists (medical examiner). However, the present system in
Japan is inadequate, for example, for the staff and institution, and the fundamental improvement is urgently needed. If these
problems of insufficient death investigation system in Japan are not fundamentally solved, organ transplantation, which is
underlain by an invaluable individual human death of the social members, does not seem to take firm root in our J apanese
soil.




