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Abstract

'Choice’ is the key term in political and educational reforms after 1980°. Entrance
examination is a commonplace for selecting applicants in Japanese universities.
Although the applicants/enrollments ratio is occasionally considered as a point of
attraction for each university, this is not clear. The ratio of each faculty of letters
(" Bungaku—bu’) on national and public universities, in 1992 and in 1996, is analyzed.
The effects on the ratio of the three factors— (a) enrollment strategies, (b) the
characteristics of the university or the faculty, and (c) the difficulty of the entrance, are
tested. The first and third factors effect the ratio, but the second factors had limited
effects only in 1996.The significant strategies for attracting many applicants, are(1)
fewer subjects in primary selection, (2)higher weight in secondary selection, only in
1992, (3) applicable schedule for other universities. (4) The difficulty may reduce the
ratios. If graduate schools are established or the faculty name is something like
"behavioral science”, this also attracted students only in 1996.These findings suggest
an increasing expectation of the fruits of education at universities. Further information

on universities may help efficient and effective selection.

Keywords and phrases: choice in education, university enrollment, applicants,”en-

rollments ratio



