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Abstract

A case of 24-year-old woman was admitted on April 27, 1974 because of
generalized convulsion of 12 years’ duration. In 1959 she ate a raw fresh-water crab.
After that she experienced high fever, hemoptysis and unconsciousness. A physician
diagnosed meningitis and pulmonary tuberculosis which subsided for a year. She has
occasionally been troubled by generalized convulsion since 1962. On her admission
right homonymous hemianopsia was found and her craniogram showed a large
homogenous calcified shadow with aggregated calcified shadows on the left occipital
region. The lesion was extirpated on May 21, 1974. Histopathological examination
revealed infestation of Paragonismus westermani in the brain.

The best therapy is prevention, i. e. not to eat any raw crab. If early diagnosed by
means of the immunological intradermal test of paragonismus, medical therapy is
effective in early cases. In advanced cases the results of medication are less effective
probably because the drug does not get into the encapsulated abscess or calcified lesion.
Therefore, when the irritative or paralytic manifestations due to cerebral paragonimiasis
are diagnosed, surgical excision is indicated.




