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Abstract

Interdisciplinary science is remarkably prevailing. This study will be an
evaluation of an interdisciplinary study combining Public Health with the Thematic
Apperception Test (TAT) invented by H. A. Murray in 1935. Generally speaking,
Murray gave the test to individuals to try to reveal their underlying needs in order
to find out some procedure to treat them. However, in this study the TAT was
adopted to find out the characteristics of the attitudes toward Public Health in

towns.

The purpose of this study was to establish a method of survey of Public Health
attitudes, and it was expected to introduce means to policy goals to affect changes

in Public Health attitudes.

The data in this paper were collected from a survey taken between September
and November 1974 in Rishiri, Higashirishiri, Tobetsu, and Muroran, Hokkaido,

Japan.

The results of this study are as follows :

(1) The Health Center is recognized by the residents as the central organ of

public health services.

(2) Opinions of the residents about public health behavior can be trusted
because they are formed through a reasonable psychological process.
(3) The strongest interest of the residents in Public Health is of environmental

quality.

(4) A certain value-judgment on the subjects near the residents themselves, such
as their families, does not lead them to choose certain goals before others as easily
as ones of their outer environment, such as air pollution.

(5) The method of survey applied in this analysis attains higher propriety.




