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Abstract

23 autopsy livers from alcoholics with liver cirrhosis were divided into three
groups, namely, “definite cases” (11), “probable cases” (). and “deniable cases” (6) of
alcoholic cirrhosis, based on the histological criteria of alcoholic liver cirrhosis.

By the direct immunofluorescent technique, HBsAg was noted in the liver tissue
of 2 definite cases with Mallory bodies and of 3 deniable cases, and HBcAg was
found in one deniable case in which HBsAg was also detected. Two cases in which
both HBsAg and Mallory bodies were detected in the same liver specimens revealed
atrophic macronodular cirrhosis of the postnecrotic type, whereas all the other 9
definite cases in which intrahepatic HBsAg were not detected exhibited cirrhosis of
the micronodular portal type.

It seems, therefore, likely that a presence of HBV in the livers of steady
drinkers may lead to postnecrotic macronodular cirrhosis and portal cirrhosis may
develop in the absence of intrahepatic HBV infection during the clinical course.
This was supported by the further observation of liver morphology of both
probable and deniable cases.
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