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Abstract

HBsAg and HBcAg in the liver tissue of 29 autopsy cases with HB antigemia
were examined by the direct immunofluorescent method. 29 cases were divided into
two groups : corticosteroid-used group(16) and unused group (13). Additionally,the
corticosteroid-used group (16 cases) was subdivided into three groups, namely,
large dosage group (4), moderate dosage group (7), and small dosage group (5) based
on the total amount of prednisolone used during their lifetime, In the large and
moderate dosage groups, HBcAg in hepatocyte nuclei was positive in 10 of 11 cases
(90.9%) and its frequency was statistically significant in comparison with that of the
small dosage group and corticosteroid-unused group, in which HBcAg was positive
in 6 of 18 cases (33.3%), (P<0.01). On the other hand, in the corticosteroid-used
group, HBsAg in hepatocyte cytoplasms was positive in 15 of 16 cases (93.8%) and
its freguency was statistically not significant in comparison with that of the
corticosteroid unused group, in which HBsAg was positive in 10 of 13 cases
(76.9%). Although the underlying cause of HEcAg predominance in the livers of
these patients of the large and moderate dosage groups, is not yet clear, this result
suggests that careful treatment is necessary for the choice of corticosteroid therapy
in the patients of chronic liver disease with HB antigemia.
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