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Abstract

A macroscopical classification of the livers of acute or subacute atrophy  was
made, based on an observation of the appearance of their cut surface. There seemed
to be three forms in the atrophic liver examined.

1) The liver with a diffuse fine reticular appearance of condensed stroma where
it was extremely difficult to find out macroscopically a remnant of parenchymal tissue
~was referred to as a reticular liver. There were five such livers with histological
diagnosis of acute atrophy and 6 with subacute atrophy.

2) Livers with an island-like appearance of the parenchymal tissue clearly distinct -
from broadly collapsed stroma were referred to as fleck livers, three of which
were seen and were all of a subacute type.

3) Livers with a granular appearance of regenerated parenchyma which was
distributed scatteredly and mostly unequally were referred to as granular livers.
Nine granular livers were found.

A histological examination of the granular liver revealed consistently predo-
minant regenerative changes. Some granular livers were unable to be differenciated
from very early postnecrotic cirrhosis with the naked eye.

A statistical observation of 3 forms of the atrophic liver by means of the
measurment of the ratio of the parenchymal tissue area to the whole cut surface
area of the liver showed that parenchymal destruction was most severe in the acute
form of the reticular liver and moderate in the subacute form of either of 3 forms
of the liver.
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