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Abstract

This histopathological study is performed on the intercalary portion of testis and these
meterials derived from autopsy, surgical operation and animal experiments.

In this paper it was concluded that rete testis and ductus efferens should be corresponded
to the intercalary portion of testis. And in this portion were discovered various functional,
morphologically special characters.

First of all, I found a distinct absorptive function at the epithel of rete testis in many
specimens administered an intracanalicular injection of trypan blue. In the human materials,
a calculus occasionally grew at the subepitheliar layer of rete testis and an intensive pigmen-
tation of Leydig's cells frequently was found at the interstitial tissue of rete testis, and then
a head of spermatozoon was noted to exist between the epithel cells or in the subepitheliar
layer.

Therefore, from these histological findings, it is reasonably accepted that rete testis hzs a
clear absorptive function as the intercalary portion of glands.

On the other hand, the function of ductus efferens seemed to have a remarkable secretive
activity in many specimens, as proved by intravenous or intraperitoneal injection of trypan
blue and neutral red. Another important character of this intercalary portion was an imma-
ture and polyvariable disposition of rete testis. In various ways the metaplastic or proliferat-
ive change of the epithels was demonstrated. ’

It should be emphasized that the characteristic intercalary portion plays an important roll
to develop the testicular tumor.

Among 46 cases of testicular tumor, 9 cases of adenocarcinoma were found and these
latter cases of adenocarcinomas were divided into 3 types, immature, mixed and adult type.
And in some specimens of these cases transition from the epithels of intercalary portion to
cancer cells was found.




