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Serum Lipase Values Before and After Surgical Operations
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I. Relation between Gastric and Duodenal Diseases and Serum Lipase Values

ABSTRACT

Of the patients with gastric, duodenal and some other diseases I observed, generally those
whose serum lipase value shows a tendency to return to normal when blood transfusion and
other preoperative treatments are given in hospital, progress favorably after operation, and
even if the value shows a temporary lowering it resumes the normal within ten days.
In a case where the liver and the pancreas are affected only to a small extent, and even in
a case where there is some fistulation or adhesion in the pancreas, a permanent cure can
generally be effected by surgery if the serum lipase value has a tendency to be restored by
preoperative treatment. On the other hand, in those cases that take unfavorable courses the
serum lipase value is generally low and goes on lowering after operation, showing no
tendency to be restored by any preoperative treatment. Hence it appears that the behavior
of the serum lipase value is not only important as a diagnostic clue but also very useful as
a guide for estimating the degree of severity of the disease, for deciding the operability of
the case and for making a reliable prognosis.
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