Lexical Forms of "Saliva" and "Spittle" in Chinese
Dialects
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Lexical Forms of “Saliva” and “Spittle” in Chinese Dialects

Xu Jian and Ray Iwata

Northern Chinese dialects distinguish the lexical forms of “spittle” and
“saliva.” For “spittle,” the lexical form “tuo M” has been used ever since Pre-Qing
4 Z& epoch, and it has been broadly preserved in the Northern Guanhua (Mandarin)
area. For “saliva,” the form “xian J#£” is the oldest among all, and “chi ¢ maybe
newer than that. The various forms belong to “han #i” type is contiguously
distributed in North China. The forms “koushui I17K,” (lit. ‘mouth water’) which
changed into “zuishui #§7K” by the synonymic substitution, may be a product of
relatively recent lexical innovation occurred in Jianghuai YLif£. Southern Chinese
dialects tend not to distinguish “spittle” and “saliva” lexically. The forms “lan ",

“tan %, and “chan %> may derive from “xian ¥&”.

Keywords: Saliva, Spittle, Contrast between the northern dialect and southern

dialect, A-B-A distribution



