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Summary: In the Internet-age, the mass media no longer has the monopoly power
to collect, produce and submit the news or set the news-agenda as it pleases. Ordi-
nary citizens can also become journalists, using the Internet to convey their opin-
ions as examples of Internet newspapers like OhmyNews and JANJAN show. Even
blogs, which are nothing more than personal diaries, can become powerful and po-
litical actors if portal sites gather them and provide platforms to discuss issues
such as the case of Technorati, a portal site. They can mobilize and inform people
about which opinions are prevailing and popular now. If the central and local gov-
ertments are ready to disclose information and to work together with its citizenry,
e-government may change the political climate. Citizens need not play a passive
role in the process of political decisions. In the conventional type of democracy,
electorates are asked only at the time of the voting campaigns and after elections,
otherwise, the elected politicians seem to have a totally free hand. Therefore many
people have lost interest in participating in politics. This disappointed and disinter-
ested behavior of the electorates, strengthened by the emotional and at the same
time cynical manner of news presentations by the mass media, have had a negative
influence on the political system. This is the negative side of the indirect demo-

cratic system, which has combined with increasing focus on “infotainment” by the
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mass media. The Internet and e-democracy can enable citizens directly to check
public policies and to modify the proposed policies according to the changing situ-
ation, thereby enhancing democracy itself. I also see in the Internet-age at the first
time in the history of humankind a chance to go beyond the borders and bounda-
ries of nationalism and the nation state. The Internet empowers awakened citizen
to act in solidarity with other citizens in other nations, so that it is possible to dis-
cuss world politics and problems, which cannot be solved by only one nation.

Such possibilities mean more responsibility for each society in the world.
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A) OEFHT, HRIBHEZESTHFEDOI v VX ) FeRLTW
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1 SUCHIR A 72 7 3F » A (responsive and effective governance)

2 TEUC B 2 HEOEE & 2 DY K (strengthening citizen trust and satis-
faction in government)

3 ATEOZEN S, A, BEEHEL, THROLES S LITHOITENICD
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16  http : //www.ibiblio.org/nii/NTI- Agenda-for-Action.html 2005 4 8 H 10 HBI4E
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ment Procurement) (ZIZKD L ) IZEIrNTWVW5S,
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