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for the formation of a political opinion. Finally, the author hopes that this
article serves to broaden.the readers’ view of the outer world, reassuring

them of the importance of comparative journalism.
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member in its post war history. It is not easy for Germany to form a
one-sided image of the enemy against Yugoslavia. After many civilian
victims of the misguided attacks are reported, the readiness of people to
acknowledge the military option sunken rapidly. Germany did not criticize
the Chinese reaction and anti-American demonstrations on the
bombardment of the embassy building.

Japanese newspapers have a tendency to describe China positively.
Japanese paid the most cautious attention to the USA as well as China.
They supported a solution in the frame of the United Nations. They used to
deliver an abstract theory which sounds surely good without any concrete
realty. It is a Japanese way to reporting, which results from their own
history and the balance of powers.

The way information is delivered in newspapers, as seen in mass media
and war, is so different from country to country. Through the mass media
comparison, it has become obvious that each country has its own national
frames like national interest, history, geopolitics, alliance, culture and
language. Newspapers articles are thought for the purpose to be consumed in
the own country. We form the image of another country through the
informations in the newspapers. Therefor it is no wonder that the readers in
a country are apt to form images of another country according to
self-interest and self-necessity. This attitude may not promote mutual
understandings and international communication. In the age of the Internet,
it is extremely easy to get information from newspapers of foreign
countries whose frames are not necessarily the same with their own country.
With comparison and fair access to foreign countries, we can look critically
ourself and selfimages. It is very important to have such a critical attitude

for the better communication with people with a different background and
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China would like to take advantage of this tragedy to enforce military
power and nationalism. It also would like to criticize the military operation
of NATO without resolution in the Security Council in the United Nations.
China with veto right in the Council feels neglected in the international
power politics, because G7 plus Russia took a common step to put an end the
to the conflict in Kosovo and be approved to send peace operating forces in
Kosovo. China does no£ accept the military option to solve the ethnic
problem in the country without any resolution from the United Nations,
because it has ethnicity problems in Taiwan and in Tibet. If they accept such
intervention, it means China must be prepared with such intervention, if
China unifies Taiwan or suppresses human rights in Tibet by using military
forces to curb the will of independence or self-government. The Chinese mass
media, controlled by the Government, therefore attacked the NATO attack
from the beginning and supported Milosevic as a hero. China compares the
NATO with Hitler-Germany. They will not report on refugees from Kosovo,
ethnic cleansing, and mass graves. Chinese people and Serbian people are
thus victims and the NATO, lead by the USA, the aggressor.

Hongkong has enjoyed democracy for a long time, and even after
reunification, their reports are quite different from those in other parts of
mainland China. Articles are well balanced and do not show any hesitation
in pointing out that China has used the attack of embassy as a card in order
to retrieve the important political influence in the international politics and

avert students’ eyes from the Tiananmen massacre.

Germany, burdened by the memories of its past and militarism, took part

in the combat outside of NATO region for the first time, as the NATO
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mutual understandings.

In the current paper, the author would like to suggest that the way a piece
of information is delivered to the readers across the border influences to
develop a certain image about a foreign country. For this purpose, he
compared and analyzed the newspapers articles from different countries
dealing with the same topic: the NATO's attack on the Chinese embassy in
Yugoslavia in Kosovo war (This incident occurred at 6:50 on May 5, 1999).
The author intends to show how the reactions to this incident and
perceptions about the Kosovo war varied in the newspapers from selected
countries, i.e., the USA, England, China, Germany and Japan. Since it is
obvious that one need to have some historical and political background in
analyzing the articles, the author also gathered the related articles from the
May 8 to May 15.

On May 15, China officially accepted the apologies from President
Clinton. America tried to minimize this incident and justify the military
intervention in Kosovo to prevent racial cleansing and to protect human
rights. To persuade her own citizens of legitimacy of intervention and
attack of air raids, coupled with intention to get favorable points in
congress party politics, America tried to demonize President Milosevic,
compare him with Hitler and identify Yugoslavia with Nazi-Germany.

Even though the British mass media is better balanced with information
and in line with the exact political situation of the neighboring countries in
Europe. However, the stance that the British government took is
anti-Yugoslavia. They tried to justify the attack cynically. It is President
Milosevic who must take full responsibility for the war and air attack, they
suggest. England is very eager to send a ground troop to take the leadership

in the united Europe. They believe they are the genuine protector of
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Mass Media and the National Frames:

Attack on Chinese Embassy in Yugoslavia as a Case Study
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Abstract

We look at things not as they are but as we would like to see them. How
we see things reflects our studies. In other words, we are taught how to see
things. We are not free from national frames such as the culture, history,
education, levels of economy and technology, and international relationship
with which the nation surrounded. We obtain our knowledge about the outer
world through pieces of information which mass media like newspapers,
magazines and TV bring to us everyday from beyond the borders. We try to
construct images of the world based on them. In this sense, mass media are
a great benefit to us, since they make us feel easier about the world.
However, at the same time, they could possibly fix our ways of thinking.
Information coming in across the border may be influenced by the national
frames which I have already mentioned.

Even a trained journalist is not free from his or her own national frames.
It may sound quite odd and extreme, but we often experience such negative
side of news information. While living in a foreign country, everybody finds
it somewhat shocking to see the images of his or her country exhibited in the
newspapers. Thus, to a Japanese, the images of Japan in foreign countries
are not the same as what he or she is accustomed to at home. This is because
foreign journalists are bound by their traditional way of thinking and
stereotypes, or better spoken, by their national frames. It is therefore no
wonder why newspaper readers in foreign countries have one-sided,

deformed and selfish images of Japan, which are not to serve but to disturb

236



