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“Syoseki Setu”, an Addendum to “Seimi Kaiso (A Story about Potassium
Nitrate)”, as an Addendum to “An Introduction to Chemistry”, Written
and Edited by Yhoan Udagawa in 1843
In addition, its Reprint, Translation, and Comparative Study of
“Manhou Sousyo (a Chapter about Potassium Nitrate)”
Written by Keisuke Ito in 1854

Eiji ITAGAKI"

Abstract

Yhoan Udagawa published a series of books, ”Seimi Kaiso” (An Introduction to Chemistry) from
1837 to 1847. The series is composed of seven books and twenty-one volumes, and the first one about
chemistry described Western chemistry in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. As an addendum, a
book entitled “Historical and Detailed Studies on Potassium Nitrate” was published in 1843. His works
provided a comprehensive study of historical approaches to the subject of potassium nitrate. In 1854,
after a period of eleven years, Keisuke Ito wrote and published a book, entitled “Syoseki Hen” (a
characterization of potassium nitrate) at Owari Clan. In order to make his work easier to understand,
his former works were translated and reprinted into the modern version of the Japanese language.
Comparative research of Yhoan’s and Keisuke’s works were conducted and interesting results were
obtained. This research indicated that Ito’s works were like a new and updated version of Udagawa’s
works, which included new findings and scientific evidence regarding potassium nitrate from Western
countries and also east India. Useful data for making crystalline saltpeter in order to assist in the
production of gunpowder is also written about in detail in this paper.
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