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Abstract

The Institute of Nature and Environmental Technology at Kanazawa University was founded in
April 2002 as an environmental science and engineering research centre. This was made possible via the
integration of some laboratories in the Faculty of Science and the Faculty of Engineering such as the
Marine Laboratory and the Low Level Radioactivity Laboratory. The institute was originally
composed of four research divisions at its foundation. However, in order to take steps to cope with the
new situation created by the launch of the 21* Century Centers of Excellence (COE) Program by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, two new divisions for environmental
information were set up at the institute three years later in 2005. In 2007, the institute was reorganised
into three departments and eight divisions with the aim of establishing an interdisciplinary research
centre for the study of environmental science and technology in relation to the Sea of Japan and its
surrounding areas.
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Fig. 1 History of foundation of the Institute of Nature
and Environmental Technology, Kanazawa
University.
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Fig. 2 Four divisions of the Institute of Nature and
Environmental Technology in April 2002.
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Fig. 3 Restructuring of the institute responding to the
interim audit of the 21st century COE program.
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Fig. 4 Major reorganization and renaming of the
institute for targeting for the JSPS global COE
program.
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