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Abstract

The spread of air pollution and dust aerosol (KOSA) in East Asia has increased public concerns in
recent years in relation to their threat to human health and the economy as well as their impact on the
regional and global climate. The Noto Peninsula, extending from western Japan into the Sea of Japan, is
geographically well located for characterizing such atmospheric constituents with high accuracy, since it
is surrounded by the sea and is far from any local pollution source (e.g. a major city or industrial region)
that may interfere with the sensitive observations. We have recently established an advanced
atmospheric research facility called ‘NOTOGRO’ (the NOTO Ground-based Research Observatory) at
the tip of the Noto peninsula. The ultimate goal of NOTOGRO is to improve the current understanding,
and to enhance knowledge of the future outlook, of the evolving regional air quality and global climate
conditions. It also serves to boost coordination between domestic research projects, and to contribute to

international atmospheric monitoring networks.
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Fig. 2 Temporal variation of Black Carbon (soot)
particle concentration measured at NOTOGRO
(June 2010-November 2012).
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