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An Historical Research Paper on the Gun Powder of the Kaga Clan

IX. Studies on the Dimensions of the Fortresses and the Types and Number of Weapons Used

Eiji ITAGAKIY

Abstract

In the mid-1800s, the Kaga Clan constructed seventeen fortresses in the Kaga, Noto, and Etuchu
areas along the Sea of Japan coast. This study describes the location of each fortress, their size and
structural composition, and also the kinds of, and the numbers of, weapons arranged within each
fortress. In the Kaei period (from 1848 to 1854), old type cannons were arranged within the fortresses.
However, in the Ansei period (from 1854 to 1860), these older cannons were replaced by new western
type cannons in order to strengthen the fortresses™ defensive capabilities against possible attack by
foreign ships. This is the first research paper to describe in detail these mid-nineteenth century fortresses

and the related weaponry of the Kaga Clan.

Key Words: fortresses of Kaga Clan, seventeen fortresses, pictures of roping figures, pictures of
fortress, Uneda fortress, Jichyuu fortress, Ohno fortress
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