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—the Case of Three Communities within Suzu City—
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Abstract

This paper is the outcome of a survey about the everyday life situation for residents in depopulating
communities located in the northern part of Suzu city in Ishikawa prefecture. The findings of the survey
are summarized in the following points:

1. In comparison to surveys conducted in 1989 and 1999, the increased number of elderly people
and the effect of depopulation has led to the creation of so-called “marginal villages™ (or communities).
A higher number of elderly single-person households have also resulted in a greater demand and
necessity for caretaking and assistance. On the other hand, the survey discovered a number of cases
where elderly people benefitted from their children returning from urban centers to live with them.
There were also cases where adult children benefitted from inheriting a family business.

2. In terms of the population of the surveyed areas, the advanced age of farmers and fishermen, and
the reduction in the population size was evident in general. While the conversion to self-consumption
centered agriculture is proceeding, the areas of abandoned farmland have increased due to a lack of
manpower. In terms of the fishermen, smaller fishermen tend to go fishing to collect shellfish and
seaweed. In some cases, fishing catches are processed into dried fish. As such, the use of
satoyama/satoumi for subsistence purposes as well as profits from the sale of related products has been a
necessary condition for the maintenance of community life in this area.

3. In terms of local communities, the survey recognized the importance, and pluralistic role, of
neighborhood associations and a variety of other organizations that are present throughout the
community. These groups’ activities are carried out by a certain number of people in each community.
The leaders of the neighborhood associations in particular have become key persons in understanding
and appreciating the various activities and needs within their communities.
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4. It was also found that access to essential facilities and resources outside the community is
problematic. Prominent examples include securing transportation for shopping and for going to hospital.
A reliance on private cars has increased since previous surveys. This suggests that the need for public
transport is very significant, due to the fact that elderly people find it difficult to drive.
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Table 1-1 Changes in the number of residents and households in three surveyed villages.
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Table 1-2 The main questionnaire items.
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Fig. 1 Change of age composition.
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Table 1-3 Demographic comparison between past surveys.
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Table 1-4 Age of household head and the number of household members.
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Fig. 1-2 Occupational structure.
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Fig. 1-4 Difference of the livelihoods by the existence of
earned income.
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Table 2-1 Changes in the number of business unit of
agriculture in the surveyed area.
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Table 2-2 Transition of the area of farmland for business.
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Fig. 2-1 Transition of the area of farmland for business in a certain village.
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Table 2-3 Number of business units of fishery in 1998.
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Table 2-4 Number of business units of fishery by the
type of fishing in 1998.
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Table 2-5 Management conditions of forest by size category.
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Aoy o R IE 2o B, Ak S Wi | AR
| ez | piogw | 0 HE
0.5hazjifi 8 8
0.5~1ha 2 1 3
LAk AE | 1~3ha 1 1 5 1 8
3hall | 1 1 1 1 1 1 6
AN B 2 12 14
wat 2 3 2 1 1 28 2 39
% aORI, FARTA 27, BEROAXH R26 REERRRATE.
BRI T-. LZLZED L D RIS S L & Table 2-6 Farmlands by size category.
A = . H (%) (%)
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IO EITHRER, IWROZ L BNEES N, 56 0.3haA i 24.6 58.5
TIHEEEZHEL W anitm b o7, (ks 0.3~0.5ha 7 31
HBI L S VT S ORKBABTE Otk o2 = e
%<, &0 DI/ IIRIE EiE S D Em & 3hall I 0.0 15
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Table 2-7 Percentage of the situation of cultivation.

H (%) A (%)
FIENHHE 24.5 74.6
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FIERHHE, Zit 5.7 16
FIEDHIE, Hie 38 0
BRSO FR\ 5.7 1.6
ZHt 17 48
e, NEZED 1.9 0
e 28.3 48
i 9.4 6.3

FE K, MOFEFELAFHIN T 2 EIG,

®2-8 REMZEHFELTLSEIS.

Table 2-8 Percentage of farmers shipping agricultural

products.
X (%) JEY (%)
H0 20.8 12.7
L 71.7 85.7
ENT] 75 1.6

T KH, MOBRELEFHIST 2FE,
T2 LI A BR< . KiEn=53, MA{EMILn=63,
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Table 2-9 Method of fishing currently used.
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e, PRE, £RB 1 (£ 2
PR 3 ~#) 2
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Table 2-10 Main types of fish, excluding for personal use.
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) 1 U h A 1
gy 1 B A 1
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Table 2-11 Other self-employed.
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Fig. 2-2 Percentage of households that use the resources of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.
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Fig. 3-1 Earnings in the Road Station.
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Fig. 3-2 Number of customers in the Road Station.
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Fig. 4-1 Hospital destination classified by age.
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®4-1 BPEEZOAE (EAN).

Table 4-1 Existence of car driving by individuals.

A i T~ i
A % A % A % N %
LA AR 90 52.7 68 45.3 3 2.0 161 100.0
A 23 50.0 10 41.7 2 8.3 35 100.0
B 38 60.3 24 38.1 1 1.6 63 100.0
C 29 46.0 34 54.0 0 0.0 63 100.0
T ATHE OFAENEEA LTS 70, ZORMA1001725RVEE bbb,
®4-2 ERNEDEEZOHRE (EAN).
Table 4-2 Existence of car driving by age.
A i W i
A % A % A % A %
MEH K 90 52.7 68 45.3 3 2.0 161 100.0
2055 R 0 0.0 10 90.9 1 9.1 11 100.0
20545 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 100.0 1 100.0
30 9 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 9 100.0
407 6 85.7 1 14.3 0 0.0 7 100.0
50551t 22 95.7 1 44 0 0.0 23 100.0
60REfY 28 82.4 6 17.7 0 0.0 34 100.0
TOR%AY 16 41.0 23 59.0 0 0.0 39 100.0
80~847% 9 27.3 23 69.7 1 3.0 33 100.0
905 L. | 0 0.0 4 100.0 0 0.0 4 100.0
®4-3 BREEGZOHE (HH).
Table 4-3 Existence of car driving by household.
il & G
iy % A % ey %
EFHE IR 49 75.4 16 24.6 65 100.0
A 12 75.0 4 25.0 16 100.0
B 21 77.8 6 22.2 27 100.0
C 16 72.7 6 27.3 22 100.0
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R4-4 FRALTLOBBFER (EH@E).

Table 4-4 Means of transportation currently used.

G =

EEFEED AT IR AT =NAR | BRFOR | IR HAOR | oo | ZOM
BZ ] % [HE] % HE] % [BE] % [BE] % [B%] % [B%] % |0 %
IR 110 68.3 2| 12| 24| 149 6| 37 9| 56 8| 5.0 3| 14 1| 06
A 26| 743 0| 00 7| 20.0 1] 29 1] 29 0| 0.0 1] 29 0] 00
B 42| 66.7 2| 32 7] 111 2| 32 0| 00 3| 48 1| 16 1] 16
C 41| 65.1 0| 00 10| 15.9 3] 48 8] 127 5[ 7.9 1] 16 0] 00
F4-5 HEBEOEGEZLGVWAUVEORBEFE (EHEE).
Table 4-5 Means of transportation of people who do not drive.
AFRE | A7 | SR [xr—nsa| Bisos Egeios| 2000 | zof
mE ] % [BHE] % HE| % HE| % HE| % FHE| % HE| % HE| %
IEH IR 20| 294 2| 29 23| 338 6| 88 9| 13.2 8| 11.8 3| 44 1] 15
A 3] 300 0| 00 6| 60.0 1] 10.0 1| 10.0 0] 00 1] 10.0 0] 00
B 5| 2038 2| 83 7] 29.2 2| 83 0] 00 3| 125 1] 42 1| 42
C 12| 353 0| 00 10| 294 3] 88 8] 235 5| 147 1] 29 0] 00
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Table 4-6 Interacting person - by the relationship to the head of the household.
¥ # SLERATAR | FOLR AR | RBEOEF | BL - BIE | B’ Z Ot
B % [HE| % [HE|] % (HE| % | FHE] % [BE| % [(HE| % [ HE| %
KRR 49| 76.6 8| 125 15| 234 7| 10.9 3| 47 7/ 10.9 2| 31 8| 125
A 13| 813 3| 188 3| 188 1] 63 2| 125 1] 63 1] 63 1| 6.3
B 21| 80.8 3| 115 3| 115 3] 115 1] 39 21 17 1] 39 3| 115
C 15| 68.2 2] 91 9] 409 3] 136 0| 00 4] 182 0] 0.0 4| 182
F47 RRDHLIHEFEDH.
Table 4-7 Number of interacting persons.
17~ 27>t 30T 47 52FTEL L A
[EIE-3 % m% % EIE % m% % EIE= % B %
SEE IR 8 12.5 19 29.7 17 26.6 10 15.6 8 12.5 2 31
A 4 25.0 8 50.0 2 125 1 6.3 1 6.3 0 0.0
B 2 7.7 10 38.5 8 30.8 3 11.5 2 7.7 1 3.9
C 2 9.1 1 4.6 7 31.8 6 27.3 5 22.7 1 4.6
®4-8 XRDHAHMWFOFEEM (EHEE).
Table 4-8 Residence of interacting persons.
(il2) B WAt W
[EIE=S % m% % EIE % \% %

LA AR 33 51.6 38 59.4 33 51.6 5 7.8

A 7 20.0 10 28.6 9 25.7 0 0.0

B 11 16.2 16 235 1 16.2 3 1.1

C 15 68.2 12 9.1 13 40.9 2 13.6
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Table 4-9 Frequency of interacting with the person who interact most frequently.
HIZ1EIEL F A #xl= L Z DA A~
[EIE= % [EIE= % EIE= % % % W% %
EWE IR 24 375 14 21.9 22 34.4 2 31 2 3.1
A 9 56.3 2 125 5 313 0 0.0 0 0.0
B 6 23.1 9 34.6 9 34.6 0 0.0 2 7.7
C 9 40.9 3 13.6 8 36.4 2 9.1 0 0.0

®4-10 B EBHRICKADHHEF (MHEEM SAHHMR) (EHEE).

Table 4-10 Person who interact most frequently - by the relationship to the head of the household.

+ # etk | FANAE | BRETOEF | BU - BiIE | B E Z Dt

Bl % [HE| % [HE| % [FE| % HE| % [HE| % HE| % |[HE| %
WA 32| 50.0 4| 63| 12| 188 6| 9.4 3| 47 3| 47 1| 16 6| 94
A 10| 625 2] 125 3| 188 1] 6.3 2] 125 0] 00 0] 00 1] 6.3
B 12| 46.2 2] 77 2] 17 3] 115 1| 39 1| 39 1| 39 3| 115
C 10| 455 0/ 00 7| 318 2| 91 0| 00 2| 91 0/ 00 2] 91




®4-11 BTAHDEVVHOHERE.
Table 4-11 Frequency of daily shopping.

f#H 1A ~2[F] | E2~3[H] A #xl= G R EH RH B
B | % [EE| % HE| % [BHE| % [HE| % [E%] % [E%| % |55 %
MK 5| 77| 25| 385| 21| 323 5| 7.7 1| 15 2| 31 3| 46| 65]|100.0
A 2| 125 10| 625 3| 188 1/ 63 0/ 00 0| 0.0 0/ 0.0/ 16]100.0
B 1] 37 8| 29.6] 11| 407 3] 111 0/ 00 0] 0.0 4| 148 27[100.0
C EER 7| 318 7] 318 1| 46 1| 46 2| 91 2| 91| 22[1000
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Thole, IHIT TREH & DEIEDH - 722147
TIE, TEIET T R TRANZHEDLNL & X2
LW o R TH o7,
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®4-12 BIHEVVHZY BB (EHREE).
Table 4-12 Destination of daily shopping.

B 0D A — 3 —55 |5 LS 0D 17 PN il JE D A — 8 —5 ~H
1% % B % EIE % m% % EIE %
IEH IR 56 86.2 1 15 6 9.2 5 7.7 8 12.3
A 16 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
B 21 77.8 1 3.7 3 1.1 3 1.1 6 22.2
C 19 86.4 0 0.0 3 13.6 2 9.1 2 9.1
£4-13 AZADEVMIICHEAIITEFER (EHEE).
Table 4-13 Means of transportation for daily shopping.
GEME TR GEEE 0] ja | pro— | m | zom | AW
BE] % HE| % HE| % HE| % HE| % [FHE| % [FHE| % FHE| %
IEHK LR 45| 69.2 4| 6.2 4, 6.2 13| 20.0 3| 46 2| 31 3| 46 4 6.2
A 12| 75.0 1| 6.3 0| 00 2| 125 1] 63 1] 6.3 0] 00 1] 63
B 18| 66.7 0] 00 1] 37 8| 29.6 1] 37 1] 37 2] 74 3] 111
C 15| 68.2 3] 136 3| 136 3| 136 1] 46 0| 00 1| 46 0] 00




R4-14 HEOEBEHRZITHENVZVEHFOBELVICHMN T HFE (EHEE).

Table 4-14 Means of transportation for daily shopping in the household without car driver.

B (EFHE - %) | B (A « FIN) INA By — Aic e Z DAt N

A | % | HE | % |[BE| % |[BHE | % | BHE| % |[HAE| % | B | %
EEFK AR 5/ 313 2| 125 10| 625 3| 188 1 6.3 3| 188 1 6.3
A 1] 25.0 ol 00 2| 50.0 1] 25.0 1] 25.0 o 00 ol 00
B 0| 00 0 0.0 5| 833 1| 167 0 0.0 2| 333 1| 167
C 4| 66.7 2| 333 3| 50.0 1| 167 0 0.0 1| 167 0| 00
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