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Makoto SHIMIZU, the Pioneer of Match-industry in Japan
Re-evaluation of His Achievement of Match-industry from New Informations

Shojiro YONEDA'

Abstract

This paper describes with evidence from newly found documents about the personal history of M.
SHIMIZU, who invented the safety match using red phosphorus in 1876. The studies changed his old
stories and include more detailed. He was born in Kanazawa in 1845 and studied French at Nagasaki and
Yokosuka. Then, he went to Paris to study mechanical engineering science in 1869. He met there with T.
YOSHII and was promoted by him to found a match company in Tokyo. After returned in Tokyo, he
began to found “SHINSUISHA”, a small factory to produce safety matches. This company was
supported financially by the Meiji government. The match was first sold in 1876, and many boxes of the
match rapidly sold. His business was going well, and then he built a large company for production of a
huge amount of the match, and exported the products to China and other Asian countries. These
successes prevented the import of foreign-produced matches. Following his success, many people
formed match-making companies in Osaka and Kobe area, and the amounts of matches produced
mcreased logarithmically in the period of 1890 to 1899. He is the father of match engineering and
business in Japan.
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