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Abstract

The result of geological study of the area of Tatsunokuchi town and the northern part of Komatsu
City, Ishikawa Prefecture, central Japan is given in the present article mainly from the lithostratigra-
phic point of view. The strata distributed in the area are divided lithostratigraphically into the
Akahotani, Tachi and Tatsunokuchi Formations, and the talus and Alluvial deposits in ascending
order.

The Lower Miocene Akahotani Formation, more than 1,000-metres-thick, is composed mainly of
gravel bearing white or greenish grey tuff with a small amount of muddy breccia. Dark grey tuff
breccia and muddy tuff both in lenticular-shaped exist at the lower part of the formation. On the other
hand, pebble bearing greenish grey tuff is intercalated in the upper part of the formation. The Tachi
Formation, probably Middle Miocene in age and about 40-metres-thick, consists of the lower
stratified medium- to fine-grained white or grey tuff and the upper pumiceous coarse-grained white
tuff. Parallel laminations are partly developed in the tuff. Lenticular-shaped white andesitic tuffs
exist at the lower part. The Tatsunokuchi Formation, more than 120-metres-thick and probably Late
Pliocene in age, is composed mainly of yellowish brown fine-grained sandstone with granule- to
cobble-conglomerates. Lenticular-shaped dark grey mudstones and conglomerates showing an up-

ward fining sequence are intercalated at the lower part. The talus and Alluvial deposits consist chiefly
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of unconsolidated mud, sand and gravel.

Existence of a thrust fault trending NNE-SSW and dipping WSW is inferred in the western part

of the area, and the strata distributed in the western part of the area are thrust over the younger

strata.
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